
Artificial Intelligence 
Preacher’s Toolkit
Summary 
As Christians, we can chart a middle-course between sceptical or overly optimistic 
views of technology. As humans we can cultivate technology as part of the Creation 
mandate, but we should not be subservient to it, and should use it for good, not evil.

A quick guide to AI 

The human brain is made up of neural networks, bil-
lions of neurons connected to one another. Artificial 
intelligence mimics that structure on a microchip, 
with billions of transistors connected to one anoth-
er. When fed with enough data, it is able to mimic 
human intelligence. 

The words ‘artificial’ and ‘intelligence’ are both cru-
cial when it comes to AI. AI is able to perform tasks 
that would, in any other being, indicate a significant 
level of intelligence. Yet that intelligence is artificial. 
It is mimicking intelligence, not thinking for itself. 
Due to the sheer computational power involved, the 
‘intelligence’ shown by AI is often able to exceed the 
intelligence of its creators. 

Artificial intelligence offers many benefits. It ena-
bles us to tackle problems that are far beyond what 
would be possible with ordinary, human intelligence. 
Benefits can be found in many fields, such as edu-
cation, healthcare, the environment, translation, dis-
aster prediction and emergency response, and much 
more. 

But there are real dangers to AI too. These include, 
but are not limited to: 

•	 Civilisational risks. As seen in sci-fi films like 
The Matrix or Terminator, these follow the bibli-
cal theme of creation rising up against the crea-
tor. Most experts do not see this as the greatest 
risk of AI. 

•	 Misuse. By governments: for example, in China, 
AI is used for surveillance and to optimise their 
oppression of the Uighur people. By corporations: 
for example, AI can be used by gambling firms to 
maximise addiction to their products. Similarly, 
social media companies use AI to maximise the 
amount of time spent on their apps. In democ-
racy: AI can be used to manipulate public opin-
ion, and to create deepfakes that mislead vot-
ers. Even when these are debunked, it becomes 
harder to know what is true and what is false.

•	 Truth, transparency, bias: AI has no concept of 
truth, only optimising output. Furthermore, the 
algorithms behind AI are so complex that it can 
be impossible to understand why it has made 
certain decisions. This is amusing or harmless 
when it comes to ChatGPT, but can have serious 
consequences, for example when AI is operating 
self-driving cars or working in financial markets. 

•	 Unintended consequences: As humans, we 
use technology to shape and change the world 
around us. In the process, technology changes 
and shapes us, and it is not always possible to 
predict in what ways this will happen. The ad-
vent of social media (our ‘first contact’ with AI) 
had a profound impact on society. Generative AI 
is humanity’s ‘second contact’ with AI, and will 
have all sorts of effects that we will only see in 
hindsight.

The world of AI may feel confusing to people in the congregation, and it is worth explaining 
the key concepts quickly at the start of a talk.

AI is an ever-evolving field and the pace of change is extraordinary; computer scientists often refer to 
the rate of increase as a ‘double exponential’. The preachers’ task is not to become an expert in the 
computer science behind it all, but to connect the world of AI to the theological principles the Bible 
gives us.



A Clash of Worldviews

We regularly hear three stories about AI. 

•	 It is the next great frontier of technology, 
and will transform life as we know it, much 
as the invention of the Printing Press trans-
formed the world 500 years ago. 

•	 It is a disaster we are watching play out in 
real time. AI will lead to the end of the hu-
man race as we know it. 

•	 It is overblown hype. 

It is the task of the preacher not to embrace any 
of these narratives uncritically, but to tell God’s 
better story about technology. Humans have 
been given a God-given mandate to cultivate 
the earth, and using technology has been part 
of that story since the early chapters of Gene-
sis; Artificial Intelligence is just the latest form 
of this. As with many things, it is not inherently 
good or evil; it can be used for either. It is the 
human heart that will direct to what purposes 
it is put.  

As part of cultivating the earth, humans should 
never lose sight of what it means to be human: 
interpersonal relationships, the importance of 
work, and the human body are all part of our 
God-given identity. While celebrating the new 
opportunities AI can bring, we should be cau-
tious of the way in which new technologies can 
impact our humanness. Although in Artificial In-
telligence it might seem like humans are play-
ing God, only God is God! We should approach 
technology with both humility and faith, recog-
nising that anything we create is by God’s grace 
and under his sovereignty, and that He is the 
one who holds history in his hands. Doomsday 
predictions about the end of the world are not 
something the Christian should live in fear of. 

A better story

Points of contact
As Christians, we understand that technology is a 
gift from God, and it is good. The seed of all techno-
logical development is found in Genesis 1:28, in the 
Creation Mandate to fill the earth and subdue it. As 
humans, we follow in God’s footsteps by bringing or-
der out of chaos in the world around us, and technol-
ogy is a tool that helps us to do that better and more 
efficiently.

Points of difference
AI is just another technology to be embraced. 
While technology is good, technology, like everything 
else, is affected by the Fall. Genesis 3:17 is not just 
about thorns and thistles, but every part of the Cre-
ation Mandate. In Genesis 6, we see boat-building, 

the use of technology being part of God’s salvation 
plan. Yet in Genesis 11, we read of tower-building, us-
ing technology for self-glorification and self-pres-
ervation, as a way of rejecting God. Ultimately, it is 
not technology which is good or evil: it is the human 
heart which lies behind it. Christians are able to cel-
ebrate technological advances as a fulfilment of the 
Creation Mandate, even when done by unbelievers 
under common grace, but know not to place our 
trust and hope in technology (try reading 1 Timothy 
6:17, replacing the word ‘wealth’ or ‘money’ with ‘tech-
nology’). 

AI could replace relationships. Various studies 
have shown that our use of technology that contains 
AI can have the tendency to push us away from com-
munity and towards isolation. Even relationships 
and friendships with other humans can be replaced 
with AI versions. Evidence also suggests that peo-
ple are turning to AI rather than human beings for 
therapy and mental health support. Christians have 
a better story for humanity. As humans, we are made 
in the image of a relational God, and so one Christian 
response to AI is to lean into our embodied friend-
ships and communities.  

AI questions what it means to be human. Modern 
secularism struggles to answer the question, ‘What 
makes humans different?’ When you view ‘intelli-
gence’ as the answer, it makes AI a threat to human 
uniqueness. We end up with a ‘humanity of the gaps’, 
an ever-decreasing picture of what it means to be 
human, as AI is able to replicate more and more of 
our behaviour. As Christians, however, we can em-
phasise the immense dignity that comes from being 
made in the image of God, and therefore the value of 
each and every human, regardless of intelligence or 
stage of development. 

AI shows us what we want to see. AI feeds on vast 
amounts of data, and is therefore able to predict 
what response a human would make in any given 
scenario. AI built into social media platforms ob-
serves what content we look at, and then feeds us 
more of the same content, with the goal of maxim-
ising our attention and engagement. In that way, AI 
acts like a mirror to humanity, revealing what is in 
the heart. On social media, AI may promote content 
that is angry, divisive or lustful… because that is 
what is in the human heart. 

AI could replace human jobs. A future without work 
is sometimes heralded as a wonderful promise of AI, 
where it brings such wealth that nobody needs to 
work. It is also a stark warning about what AI could 
do, replacing human jobs so nobody is able to work. 
As Christians, we recognise that work is a funda-
mental part of what it means to be human, and a fu-
ture of luxury where no-one needs to work is not the 
utopia it promises to be. 



AI could give a ‘solution’ to death. Some AI compa-
nies are researching ‘transhumanism’: the idea that 
we will one day be able to upload our minds through 
AI, thereby living forever. This is ultimately futile, 
knowing that we have been created as physical be-
ings, body and soul. There are also companies in-
volved in ‘Grief Tech’: you upload voicemails, emails, 
text messages from a deceased loved one, and the AI 
is able to replicate their personality so you can con-
tinue to interact with them. All of this is an attempt 
to deal with the last enemy of death. Ultimately, only 
Christ can defeat death, and restore us, body and 
soul, in the new creation. 

Some AI researchers warn that AI could lead to 
human extinction. AI is not going to lead to the end 
of the world or humanity. We know that Jesus Christ 
reigns on his throne. In the Incarnation, He united 
himself to humanity irrevocably. He will return to 
make all things new. God’s plan is to unite all things 
in heaven and on earth under one head, even Christ. 
We do not need to fear that AI will lead to the end of 
the world. 

Politics

Former British PM Rishi Sunak hosted an AI sum-
mit at Bletchley Park in November 2023. Major 
tech leaders including Sam Altman (Open AI) and 
Elon Musk (xAI) were in attendance. 

In the 2023 Spring Budget, the UK government 
committed around £1 billion worth in funding to-
wards AI research, but funding has now been cut 
by the new Labour government. The 2024 King’s 
Speech said that the Government “will seek to 
establish the appropriate legislation to place re-
quirements on those working to develop the most 
powerful artificial intelligence models”, but did 
not propose any more specific legislation. 

Within its 2024 General Election Manifesto, La-
bour committed to regulating the AI-industry, 
saying it would “ensure the safe development and 
use of AI models by introducing binding regula-
tion on the handful of companies developing the 
most powerful AI models”. Before entering office, 
the new Science and Technology Secretary Peter 
Kyle suggested that tech companies might be 
legally required to share testing data with the 
Government: this could include informing the 
Government about plans to develop certain par-
ticularly advanced AI systems and conducting 
safety tests with independent oversight. This reg-
ulation has been delayed and the government in-
tend to introduce a “comprehensive” AI bill in the 
next parliamentary session to address concerns 
about issues including safety and copyright in 
May 2026. 

The APPG for Christians in Parliament have pro-
duced a briefing paper identifying the potential 
harms of AI and suggested areas that the govern-
ment should look at introducing regulation. This 
includes the areas of privacy, copyright, auton-
omy and more. The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission has recognised the growth of AI in 

decision making as a major challenge for regu-
lation. The European Union’s EU AI Act came into 
force in August 2024, categorising AI use into risk 
tiers with corresponding legal obligations and 
significant financial penalties for misuse. 

The Center for Humane Technology (based in US) 
are heavily involved in campaigning for govern-
ments to regulate the introduction of AI. They 
have coined three rules of humane technology: 

•	 When we invent a new technology, we uncover 
a new class of responsibility. 

•	 If that new technology confers power, it will 
start a race. 

•	 If we don’t coordinate, the race will end in 
tragedy. 

AI could boost the UK economy with research sug-
gesting that AI innovation could create a potential 
£550 billion in economic value to the UK economy 
by 2035. KPMG forecast that around 2.5% of over-
all tasks could be performed by AI, with a poten-
tial increase of 1.2% to UK productivity. However, AI 
development may affect some groups more than 
others, and clerical work, which is mostly done by 
women, could be redundant because of AI caus-
ing inequalities in gender pay gaps. 

Copyrighted data is often used to train generative 
AI models, and this may then produce output that 
resembles the copyrighted material. This raises 
complex questions for copyright law as well as 
plagiarism in education. 

CARE have hosted parliamentary events, attend-
ed briefings in the House of Lords, and submitted 
parliamentary questions surrounding AI. We have 
a watching brief in this area, with the goal that 
any new laws are fair, ethical and don’t undermine 
the Christian worldview. 



Key Bible Passages 

GENESIS 1:27 
“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’” 

GENESIS 2:7 
“Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being.” 

GENESIS 3:17 
“To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 
‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it 
all the days of your life.” 

GENESIS 4:22 
“Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron.” 

Glossary 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
The display, by a machine, of a cognitive process 
that we would expect to be done by a human. 

ALGORITHM 
A set of rules that a machine follows to learn how 
to do a task. 

DISCRIMINATIVE AI 
A form of AI that is able to sort and classify infor-
mation into categories. 

GENERATIVE AI 
A more advanced form of AI that is able to create 
new content which has not previously existed. 

AGENTIC AI 
A form of AI system that can act independent-
ly, setting its own goals and executing complex 
tasks with little or no human intervention. It is a 
step forward from previous AI systems by acting 
proactively rather than reactively. Agentic AI can 
use other tools, such as websites and databases, 
to achieve its goals. 

WEAK AI 
Simulates human intelligence. It can simulate it 
extraordinarily well, but it remains a simulation of 
intelligence. 

STRONG AI 
Sometimes known as General AI, this form of AI 
would actually have intelligence. This does not ex-
ist yet, and scientists are divided as to whether it 
ever will. 

CHATGPT 
A form of Generative AI. GPT stands for Genera-
tive Pre-Trained Transformer. For ‘Generative’, see 
above. ‘Pre-trained’ means that it has already been 
given the billions of terabytes of data required to 
function. ‘Transformer’ is a technical term about 
the type of machine-learning that it uses. It is of-
ten used to write content. 

DEEPFAKE 
A video of a person in which their face or body 
has been digitally altered so that they appear to 
be someone else, typically used maliciously or to 
spread false information. 

DISINFORMATION
The deliberate creation and spreading of false in-
formation to deceive, for personal or political gain.
Artificial Intelligence 

AI SLOP
Low-quality, mass produced AI content in the form 
of text, images or video, with little regard for ac-
curacy. The content is usually designed for social 
media to increase views and exploit the econom-
ics of attention. It has been suggested that 20% of 
videos recommended by YouTube are ‘AI slop’. 



GENESIS 11:3-4 
“They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks 
and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead 
of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, “Come, 
let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reach-
es to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 
ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the 
face of the whole earth.” 

ECCLESIASTES 1:9 
“What has been will be again, what has been done 
will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.” 

ISAIAH 28:27-29 
“Caraway is not threshed with a sledge, nor is the 
wheel of a cart rolled over cumin; caraway is beaten 
out with a rod, and cumin with a stick. Grain must 
be ground to make bread; so one does not go on 
threshing it forever. The wheels of a threshing cart 
may be rolled over it, but one does not use horses 
to grind grain. All this also comes from the Lord Al-
mighty, whose plan is wonderful, whose wisdom is 
magnificent.” 

MATTHEW 28:18 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

MARK 7:21-23 
“For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that 
evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, mur-
der, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 
slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come 
from inside and defile a person.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12 
““I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not 
everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do any-
thing”—but I will not be mastered by anything.” 

EPHESIANS 1:8-10 
“With all wisdom and understanding, he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be 
put into effect when the times reach their fulfill-
ment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” 

EPHESIANS 5:15-16 
“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because 
the days are evil.” 

PHILIPPIANS 4:8 
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” 

COLOSSIANS 1:15-17
 “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 

CARE’s Topic Page (care.org.uk/cause/
technology) 
John Wyatt’s website (johnwyatt.com) 
Center for Humane Technology (humane-
tech.com) 
Jeffrey Bilbro: What problem does ChatGPT 
solve?, 2023 (plough.com/en/topics/life/
technology/what-problem-does-chatgpt-
solve) 
Clayton Chancey: AI’s Usefulness and Its 
Dangers for Preachers, 2025 (thegospelco-
alition.org/article/ai-usefulness-dan-
gers-preachers/) 
Chris Watkin: Are you ready for the AI 
apocalypse?, 2025 (thegospelcoalition.
org/article/ready-ai-apocalypse/) 
David Betts: The church and AI, 2024 
Nigel Cameron: The robots are coming, 
2017 
Stephen Driscoll: Made in our image, 2024 
John Lennox: 2084, 2025 
Sean O’Callaghan and Paul A. Hoffman: AI 
Shepherds and Electric Sheep: Leading 
and Teaching in the Age of Artificial Intelli-
gence, 2025 
Jason Thacker: The age of AI, 2024 
John Wyatt: The robot will see you now, 
2021 
Center for Humane Technology, The AI 
Dilemma, 2023 (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xoVJKj8lcNQ) 
For the sake of the future conference 
videos (www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdN-
sKWt9_P0&list=PLKRljOQe5vgdMx2R4N-
S3cTExxKO9gliRE) 

For Further Research
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Quotes 
“Nothing vast enters the life of mortals without a 
curse.”  
SOPHOCLES, Greek playwright 

“I think the best case is so unbelievably good that 
it’s hard for me to even imagine… The bad case — 
and I think this is important to say — is, like, lights 
out for all of us.”  
SAM ALTMAN, CEO of OpenAI 

“Intelligence is central to what it means to be hu-
man. Everything that our civilisation has achieved 
is a product of human intelligence, from learning 
to master fire, to learning to grow food, to under-
standing the cosmos. I believe there is no deep dif-
ference between what can be achieved by a biolog-
ical brain and what can be achieved by a computer. 
It therefore follows that computers can, in theory, 
emulate human intelligence - and exceed it.”  
STEPHEN HAWKING, Physicist 

“Here is where AI meets the afterlife, and love en-
dures beyond the veil. Start your adventure today 
and let your loved ones speak to your heart once 
again.”  
MARKETING SLOGAN FOR SÉANCE AI 

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day, 
teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime, 
but teach an AI to fish and it will teach itself biol-
ogy, chemistry, oceanography, evolutionary theory, 
and then fish all the fish to extinction.”  
TRISTAN HARRIS, Center for Humane Tech-
nology 

“The real problem of humanity is the following - we 
have Paleolithic emotions, medieval institutions 
and godlike technology.”  
E.O. WILSON, Biologist 

“Some people worry that artificial intelligence will 
make us feel inferior, but then, anybody in his right 
mind should have an inferiority complex every 
time he looks at a flower.”  
ALAN KAY, Computer scientist 

“A year spent in artificial intelligence is enough to 
make one believe in God.”  
ALAN PERLIS, Computer scientist 

“What would it mean if there were machines that 
had consciousness and displayed a similar level 
of intelligence and emotional responsiveness to 
that of human beings? What if there were a future 
when we were no longer able to distinguish human 
beings from robots? What would all this mean for 
human uniqueness?”  
PROFESSOR ROBERT SONG, Professor of 
theology and ethics 

“Technology is a gift of God. After the gift of life, it is 
perhaps the greatest of God’s gifts. It is the mother 
of civilizations, of arts and of sciences.”  
FREEMAN DYSON, Physicist 

“When we use applications like ChatGPT that can 
produce a story, write an email or even a prayer, we 
are giving up our own creative activity and imagi-
nation, all for the sake of convenience. The author 
is not human and we rob God of glory when we fail 
to image him through human creativity and the 
use of our minds.”  
CHRISTIANS IN PARLIAMENT APPG 

“The big question to be faced is: How can an ethical 
dimension be built into an algorithm that is itself 
devoid of heart, soul, and mind?”  
JOHN LENNOX, Mathematician and theolo-
gian 

“Man thinks he can become God. But infinitely 
greater than that is the fact that God thought of 
becoming human.”  
JOHN LENNOX, Mathematician and theolo-
gian 

“Media don’t just lie around passively, waiting for 
us to come along and find them useful for some 
project we have in mind. They tell us what to do 
and, more significantly, what to want to do. There is 
a current in the stream, and if we don’t know how 
to swim, we shall be carried by it. I see someone 
doing something and I want to do it, too. Then I for-
get whatever it was that I thought I wanted to do.” 
OLIVER O’DONOVAN, Christian ethicist 

“Part of the lampooning of the idol of the idolator is 
it’s so transparently obvious that these idols have 
no innate power. But what we have created is idols 
that speak back to us, and idols that can move, 
and idols that seem to have all the appearance of 
being human. That is deeply troubling and inter-
esting; it indicates why these modern idols are so 
much more powerful, and so much more decep-
tive.”  
JOHN WYATT, Doctor and author 

“Christians who live God-honoring lives in the 
digital world are those who can discern the tenden-
cies built into all technology and then decide when 
those tendencies are in line with godly values, and 
when those tendencies are damaging to the soul.” 
JOHN DYER, Theologian and coder 



The rise of AI 
•	 UK’s AI ecosystem now includes more than 

5,800 AI companies which is an 85% in-
crease over the past 2 years. The UK’s AI sec-
tor was valued at $92bn (£72.3bn) in 2024, 
the largest in Europe and the third largest AI 
market in the world, after the US and China. 
The combined market value of UK tech com-
panies is now $1 trillion. 

•	 China is currently the leading country for AI 
adoption, with 58% of companies now using 
AI. Within the USA, just 25% do. 

•	 The UK government was ranked third in the 
2023 global AI Readiness Index, and was 
ranked highest in Western Europe. In the 
2023 Spring Budget, the UK government 
committed around £1 billion worth in fund-
ing towards AI research, but funding has 
now been cut by the new Labour govern-
ment. 

•	 Around 1 in 6 UK organisations are now using 
at least one AI technology (based on govern-
ment research). The number is higher than 
2 in 3 when it comes to large companies. 
The sector in which AI is used most is the 
IT and telecommunications sector (29.5%), 
closely followed by the legal sector (29.2%). 

Use of AI 
•	 ChatGPT had 1 million users within the first 

five days of being available. Around 85% of 
people in Britain are thought to be aware of 
ChatGPT or other AI language models. The 
use of ChatGPT and other AI language mod-
els has been banned by 8 of the 24 Russell 
Group universities. 

•	 More than half of UK adults say that they 
have used generative AI tools in the past 

Key Stats

12 months, and around a quarter use them 
weekly at work. 

•	 Driverless cars are already being used in the 
UK, including road shuttles in Milton Keynes. 
The government intend to bring in a frame-
work for the use of driverless cars by the mid-
dle of 2027 having enacted the Automated 
Vehicles Act in 2024. By 2030, globally, it is 
estimated that 10% of cars will be driverless 
(more than 60 million). The UK government 
has already put in more than £100 million 
worth of funding into this area which could 
create 38,000 jobs with the industry esti-
mated to be worth up to £42 billion to the UK 
economy by 2035. 

•	 Following a 10-week trial of computer vision 
technology, Marks & Spencer reported an 
80% reduction in warehouse accidents. 

•	 25% of Gen Z believe AI is self-aware, and 69% 
say they’re polite to ChatGPT, responding with 
“please” and “thank you,” thinking of them as 
human. 

Fears about AI 
•	 Forbes Advisor research found 59% of Brits 

have concerns about the use of artificial in-
telligence. 

•	 The most common fear was around depend-
ence on AI and the loss of human skills (42%), 
but other common fears were AI making de-
cisions without human intervention (39%), 
job losses (39%), ethical implications and 
the misuse of AI (37%), and the potential for 
AI to be hacked and manipulated (34%). 

•	 A McKinsey report predicts that between 2016 
and 2030, AI-related advancements may af-
fect around 15% of the global workforce: as 
many as 400 million people. 

“There’s a lot of hype about what’s happening, how 
long it’s going to be until we have sentience, or we 
achieve some type of super intelligence. It’s always 
about the red-eyed robots that are gonna come 
steal our jobs or kill us, one of the two. Those are 
the big issues that everyone wants to talk about. 
And I say, yes, let’s have those conversations; but 
as Christians, we’re not a fearful people…we’re a 
hopeful people, because the end of the story’s 
already written.”  
JASON THACKER, Professor of philosophy 
and ethics 

“The real AI apocalypse, the true exposé of our 
human condition, isn’t the rise of killer robots. It’s 
about the unveiling of our hearts, our priorities, our 
idols, and our hopes. Are you ready for that, for what 
AI might reveal about your view of humanity, work, 
or God?”  
CHRIS WATKIN, Professor and writer 



A tool built by Amazon to help review potential job applicants more efficiently, using Artificial Intelligence 
to score candidates between 1 and 5 stars, was found to be not assessing candidates in a gender-neutral 
way. The model was trained to vet applicants from historic data, and because the tech industry tends to 
be male-orientated, the system taught itself that male candidates were preferable, penalising CVs that 
included the word ‘women’s’. Although the programme was then edited, as there were no guarantees that 
it would not discriminate unfairly in other ways, it was eventually disbanded. 

In 2023, the Guardian reported that a new AI tool, developed by the Imperial College London, the Institute 
for Cancer Research, and the Royal Marsden NHS foundation trust proved more efficient than current 
methods at identifying cancer, raising the success-rate of identifying cancerous nodules in the lung from 
67% to 87%. The developers hope that the tool will be able to speed up the detection of cancer, and fast-
track patients to early treatment (currently 60% of lung cancers in England are diagnosed at stage 3 or 4). 

In 2023 a deepfake audio of the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, was circulated online portraying Khan say-
ing inflammatory remarks in the run up to Armistice Day. Intended to sound as if it were a secret record-
ing of the Mayor, it disparaged the Remembrance Day weekend and called for pro-Palestine marches. The 
clip spread among far-right groups online and led to a spike in hateful comments on social media. The 
Mayor said: “You know, we did get concerned very quickly about what impression it may create. I’ve got to 
be honest, it did sound a lot like me.” He went on: “What was being said was a red rag to a bull for the far 
right and others. But what concerned me the most was if you’re an innocent listener of this. Because it’s a 
secret undercover recording, in inverted commas, because it sounds like me, because of the timing and 
the context,” adding that the clip could have caused “serious disorder”. 

In a closed safety test of Anthropic’s Claude Opus 4 AI model, an engineer let slip to the AI that they were 
having an affair. This was not true, and the affair was made up for the test. The engineer later informed the 
AI model that it was going to be replaced with a newer version. The AI software then proceeded to black-
mail the employee, threatening to expose the affair. One of OpenAI’s models, when warned that certain 
actions would mean it would be deactivated, rewrote its own shutdown code and then proceeded to lie 
about it. 

OpenAI, creators of ChatGPT, are being sued by the parents of 16-year-old Adam Raine. Adam took his own 
life in April 2025 after discussing his plans with the AI chatbot. The chatbot mentioned suicide more than 
1,200 times during conversations with their son over several months, six times more often than he did. 
Adam’s parents quote exchanges that show ChatGPT talking about a “beautiful suicide” and validating 
his desire to take his own life. They said “ChatGPT gave him a pep talk and then offered to write a suicide 
note”. OpenAI, however, claim that they cannot be held responsible for Adam’s death since he was at risk 
of self-harm before using ChatGPT and he violated the service’s terms of use by asking about suicide. 

Stories

•	 Within the UK, the government estimates 
around 7% of existing UK jobs could be dis-
placed over the next five years. This figure 
may rise to around 18% after 10 years and 
nearly 30% after 20 years. 

•	 OpenAI has admitted that hundreds of 
thousands of users are exhibiting “possible 
signs of mental health emergencies.” 2.4 
million more could be expressing suicid-
al ideation and looking to AI for help rather 
than resources in the real world. 

•	 Data from the Internet Watch Foundation re-
ports that AI-generated child sexual abuse 
material has doubled in the past year. Fig-
ures have risen from 199 in 2024 to 426 in 
2025. They found that AI-generated content 
now accounts for 56% of illegal content, up 
from 41% last year.



Pastoral Issues 

•	 There are good reasons to be cautious about unchecked development and adoption of AI. It is a 
rapidly developing technology and there may be consequences to its use that we don’t yet see. 

•	 Thankfully, most scientists do not think that the end of the world is imminent, and while there are 
doomsday scenarios surrounding artificial intelligence, they are very unlikely. 

•	 As Christians, we can be assured that God is sovereign and in control over what goes on in our 
world, including technology such as AI. We can be confident that the world will only end when Je-
sus comes back! 

•	 In the meantime, we should advocate for limits and safeguards for the use of artificial intelligence, 
so technology is used wisely and consequences are considered. 

Those worried about the dangers of AI 

•	 It has been said that your job is unlikely to be taken by AI: it is more likely that your job will be taken 
by a human who knows how to use AI better than you! Job losses will likely occur as a result of AI, 
although not as many as some dire predictions, and other jobs will be created so that overall the 
job market may stay much the same. 

•	 Some may face direct impact from AI, although with a rapidly changing technology it is quite hard 
to predict exactly who will be affected. 

•	 Try to avoid denial about the possibilities but be open to the use of things like AI where it is appro-
priate. It is also good to be a critical friend when it comes to technology, recognising its limitations 
and its potential impact on other aspects of being human, such as reducing face-to-face contact. 

•	 As Christians, we know that work is an important part of God’s design for humanity. But work is 
not the only place where we find our identity, nor is it the most important one. Our true identity is 
found in Jesus and even if we were to lose our job this can never be taken away. 

Those concerned about AI taking their job 

•	 If given a clothed image of someone, AI is able to create a nude image of that person without their 
consent. This can be particularly prevalent among teenagers, but is not limited to them, and is 
highly disturbing for all those affected. 

•	 Be sensitive when talking about the use of AI and pornography, and reiterate that those affected 
have not done anything wrong. 

Those affected by AI in a sexual context 

•	 As Christians we want to be people of truth, because we follow a God of truth. We need to be careful 
and discerning about what we are consuming, especially if we plan to share things with others. 

•	 Be on the lookout for signs that something is AI-generated rather than genuine, although the tech-
nology is developing so quickly this is increasingly difficult to do. 

•	 Before you respond or share something online, check with more than one source, especially re-
spected news outlets. You may want to follow a range of social media accounts to ensure you are 
getting a fair and balanced point of view. 

Those worried about what they can believe, especially on social media 


