
Executive Chairman: Rev Lyndon Bowring | Chief Executive: Nola Leach
Care is a registered charity: Charity No:1066963 | Scottish Charity No: SC038911 | Company limited by Guarantee No. 3481417

CARE 53 Romney Street, London, SW1P 3RF
 020 7233 0455    mail@care.org.uk    @careorguk  facebook.com/careorguk   care.org.uk

Gratitude

We are deeply grateful for every financial gift you send us, however great or small. We 

don’t receive any government grants or help from other secular agencies and therefore 

we depend completely on the generosity of Christians. So whilst I am writing this 

letter to say ‘thank you!’ at the same time I am asking for your further help – if this is 

appropriate. As you know CARE never asks you to give to us before you have responded 

to the needs of your family, local church and other ministries that are important to you.  

Message of Hope

This year marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Aberfan disaster in October 1966. 

This was the greatest mining tragedy in British history when the coal tip above the village 

of Aberfan slid down the mountainside, a rushing 100,000 cubic metres of mud and 

rocks, and engulfed Pantglas Primary School. I was 18 at the time and at home in South 

Wales when we heard an urgent plea for help broadcast on the radio. Clutching spades 

my father, brothers and I unhesitatingly set off to join the rescue operation and those left 

behind fervently prayed. 

Evidence suggests that the majority of these children have been tracked down 

and reclaimed by their traffickers and forced to return to their former life of slavery. 

Protecting children is perhaps the most important duty of any society. It is 
certainly near to our hearts at CARE and I’m sure to yours too.

So I hope you will continue to support us – I assure you that any gift you were able to 

give at this time would be much appreciated. 

Yours in His grace and truth,

Rev Lyndon Bowring

A35D

November 2016

Child Protection



Arc lamps blazed across the devastated area that had so recently echoed to the sound 

of children playing. Burly miners wept openly as we all worked, digging hour after hour. 

A hush would descend each time the cry went out that yet another dead child had been 

found. Altogether, the bodies of 116 children and 28 adults were unearthed and the pain 

and anguish of loved ones and friends still lives on 50 years later. 

I shall never forget the poignancy of a little lifeless hand I saw 

protruding through the rubble.

The following Sunday, a group of us held an evangelistic outreach 

in the centre of our town, just a few miles from Aberfan. Everyone 

we saw was in a state of shock, many questioning how a God of 

love could allow such a thing, and soon a large crowd gathered. 

A police constable on his beat asked us to move along to let 

people pass, but still more joined those listening and before we knew it the officer, 

anxious that the situation might get out of hand, reported us for obstructing the public 

highway. We were summoned to court, but to our relief the magistrates gave us an 

absolute discharge, commenting that the police had been over-zealous and commending 

our band of preachers for bringing a message of hope at such a time.

Dieu et mon droit

Back then in 1966 we took for granted that British law for centuries has been based on 

biblical principles, allowing Christians the liberty to proclaim and practise their faith. Our 
national traditions are founded on the motto ‘Dieu et mon 
droit’ – ‘God and my right’; you can find it in all sorts of places: 

on coins, royal insignia, government coats of arms, displayed on 

buildings and embossed on legal documents. Christian faith is 
intricately entwined into our national life. 

But there are those who are determined to make sure that ‘religious groups do not 

interfere in affairs of state’ – organisations like the British Humanist Association and the 

Secular Society that are intent on divorcing our nation from its Judeo-Christian roots and 

side-lining faith to the margins of society.

Christian Values

In the wake of the Brexit vote there’s been much discussion about the ‘British 
values’ that schools are now required to teach. The Government’s Office for 

Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills – Ofsted – defines fundamental 

British values as ‘democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect for and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.’ After Ofsted 

failed some Christian schools on the rather vague ‘British values test’, Edward Leigh MP 

boldly said in Parliament, ‘the truth is that real British values are Christian values. It is the 

influence of Christianity that made us one of the most successful and tolerant nations on 

Earth. Not this artificial nonsense dreamed up by officials.’ 

The 2015 Conservative Party Manifesto promised to bring forward a British Bill of 
Rights to replace the Human Rights Act –  CARE is keen to ensure that religious 
liberty is upheld and accommodated in the process. To prepare for this, we have 
commissioned a major research project with the independent think tank ResPublica. It 
will assess the situation and come up with suggested wording for amendments to such a 
Bill that would protect Christians’ liberty to live out their faith with integrity.  

Earlier this year, the Government announced plans for a Counter-Extremism and 
Safeguarding Bill to combat the serious threat of terrorism and the radicalisation of 
young people in the UK. The Bill is yet to be published, but we are concerned that the 
Government’s Counter Extremism Strategy, published in October 2015 indicated that it 
would target not only violent, but also non-violent extremism. This could actually put 
innocent people who hold unpopular views at risk of prosecution too – political 
and environmental activists, religious groups and trade unionists for example. CARE 
joined others to oppose this, and also spoke out about The Department of Education’s 
proposals to monitor all church activities for children and teenagers lasting six hours or 
more a week. The Government has made no further announcements regarding these 
plans – we will continue to stay vigilant as we see what happens next.

North of the border, over the spring and summer, our CARE for Scotland Team was part 
of the ‘No to Named Person’ (NO2NP) campaign and with our friends at The Christian 
Institute they challenged the Scottish Government’s plans for every child to be assigned 
a state guardian to monitor their ‘wellbeing’. This could involve accessing sensitive 
personal information without consent – a serious intrusion into family life undermining 
the role of parents and possibly affecting their freedom to bring children up in the 
Christian faith. We give thanks that in July, after much hard work and targeted prayer, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the scheme would need to be revised to ensure that it doesn’t 
contravene people’s human rights. 

We’ll continue to challenge other moves that could put at risk the freedom to 
practise and promote our faith in every area of our communities, particularly in 
relation to children and youth.

Safeguards

We thank God that, following the Aberfan disaster, The Mines and Quarries (Tips) Act was 
passed and safeguards introduced to prevent this ever happening again. That’s why it’s 
so important that in every area of life wise laws are put in place to provide protection for 

children and adults who are at risk. We believe CARE 
has been raised up to encourage legislation to provide 
safeguards to defend the unborn child, to speak out 
on behalf of children with severe physical and learning 
disabilities, to protect children from the readily available 
violent and pornographic material online and to ensure 
the best provision of care for children who have been 
cruelly trafficked is properly implemented. All too often 

these victims – about 60 per cent of them – have been rescued and placed in local authority 

care only to later disappear.
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