
Making a Christian difference

What does it mean to be truly human?

It was a revelation! This summer, members of the CARE Team visited the Robots exhibition at 

the Science Museum in London, which traced the 500-year quest to invent ‘machines that are 

as like humans as possible’. We came away recognising how radically some of the latest robots 

are already transforming our world and the ethical and practical questions we need to face – 

especially for us who are Christians. CARE is taking the lead in helping the Church to address 

these issues.

However, we are facing serious challenges regarding the future funding of our ongoing work to 

uphold the unique importance and value of human life and liberty. You may know that I try 

only to make one direct financial appeal a year, so please forgive me as I ask you to consider 

giving to us, but only after you have attended to the needs of your family, local church and other 

causes close to your heart.  
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We don’t know whether Christ will return today or in a thousand or more years’ time. Whatever the 

scientific advances, Christians are called alongside our evangelism to protect the most vulnerable, 

whether they are unborn, near the end of life, or abused and exploited by others. We are told that 
CARE is needed now more than ever, in the face of secular challenges to human life and 
freedom. We really do depend on your support to continue informing, encouraging and equipping 

a new generation to be effective light and salt in our precious, troubled world. 

Yours in His grace,

Rev Lyndon Bowring 

CARE Chairman 
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and govern it’. Every generation since has sought to do this, pursuing science and technology 

to rule over Creation on His behalf. 

Each new discovery, including today’s robot revolution, has potential for good or ill.  
With hardly a thought, many of us use Sat Nav, automatic cash machines and ticket machines, 

online shopping sites and household appliances that rely on A.I. Smartphones are a million 

times more powerful than the 1969 computer that put Neil Armstrong on the moon. Robots are 

replacing human factory workers. Medical professionals recognise that robots will sometimes 

be better than they are at surgery. The UK Government plans to introduce driverless vehicles. 

Friendly humanoids help to care for the elderly in Japan. Shockingly life-like interactive 
sex robots are now on sale… 

Yet we were created for meaningful work and caring, loving relationships, 

so what does this mean for you and me? We have to consider how 

humans should regard these machines: whether to treat them as mere 

tools or as pets – humanoid companions to love and 

even be given legal status.

The word ‘robot’ means ‘slave’, so does exploiting 
them matter? Victorian social reformers like Lord 

Shaftesbury championed animals’ rights, for their own 

sake and because they believed that someone who mistreats an animal 

will probably act similarly towards human beings. Uncaring attitudes to 
life-like robots might create dehumanising characteristics in us.

Other scenarios have been raised. Elon Musk, founder of Tesla driverless cars and space 

pioneer believes that with A.I. ‘we are summoning the demon’ that poses ‘humanity’s biggest 

existential threat’.  He suggests that machines that have no conscience – even though they have 

been created by humans who do – might one day get out of control and become terrifyingly 

destructive. Musk is so worried that he’s donated ten million dollars to research how we can 

keep robot intelligence safe. 

Robotics and the Church

Should Christians oppose or welcome this new revolution, with 
both its benefits and dangers? This new robotic order could help 

us to share the gospel, feed the hungry, heal the sick, restore peace 

and protect us from natural disasters. But it could also devalue life, 

taking away livelihoods and human dignity. The Church must continue 

to demonstrate the love of Christ and proclaim the truth. 

And let’s always remember that this robot revolution is not news to our Sovereign Lord. He is not 

surprised by what we are experiencing. May He grant us continued wisdom and discernment to 

know how to respond to the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 

At our heart lies the vital issue of human dignity. We long for CARE to be used by God 
to bring a prophetic, Christian perspective to the current debate about the impact of 
robots and Artificial Intelligence (A.I.). Over the last 50 years we have constantly prayed for 

wisdom from Him ‘to be ahead of the curve’, sometimes taking up less popular issues – such 

as pornography, prostitution, human trafficking and online gambling – long before they were 

widely discussed. Some well-meaning friends misappropriated Ephesians 5:12 to us, saying we 

should not even mention such things, but we believe that CARE has been called to be faithful in 

addressing these crucial matters along with our long-term issues of abortion, assisted suicide, 

religious freedom, marriage and family, online protection and care for the most vulnerable. Your 

support along the way has made all this happen.

‘Why is CARE getting involved in robotics?’

Last month, CARE hosted a meeting at the Houses of Parliament on robotics, attended by 

politicians, researchers and civil servants, presenting some of the challenges we will face in 

the future. In addition, we gathered key Christian thinkers and church leaders to prayerfully 

consider the Church’s role in the so-called ‘robot revolution’. We are planning a major event to 
think through a biblical response to the future of robotics and A.I. 

I highly recommend Nigel Cameron’s brilliant new book, The Robots are Coming: Us, Them 

and God, published by CARE. He explores theological, moral and practical issues and 

poses some pertinent questions for us now and for future generations. And before you think 

‘that’s not for me!’ I found it a riveting read, written in clear 

layman’s language. An order form is enclosed with a special 

CARE supporter discount. This may be an ideal present for 

someone you know.  

When people ask me, ‘Why is CARE getting involved in 

robotics?’ I recommend Nigel’s book and talk about a visit 

Charlie Colchester and I made to the late Dr John Stott – 

a dedicated, generous patron of CARE – shortly before he 

died in 2011. We asked what he considered were among the 

greatest challenges facing us at CARE. With no hesitation he 

replied: ‘the question of what it means to be truly human’. 

God made us to rule over Creation on His behalf

We are unique in God’s Creation, made in His image to be creative 

and rational, to make moral decisions and to have relationships. No 

computer will ever come near the complexities of our human bodies and 

brains! We are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made!’ Jesus came to earth as 

a man – and chose to keep His resurrected glorified human body for 

eternity! God told Adam and Eve to ‘be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth 

‘We are 
‘fearfully and 
wonderfully 
made!’’

‘we were 
created for 
meaningful 
work’
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