
Letter Writing guide 

In writing to your local newspaper, you may wish to make some of the following points. In your letter 
please be polite and respectful and keep it between 150-250 words. Please use your own words and do 
not be discouraged if your letter does not appear immediately. There is no guarantee it will be 
published.  

• Abortion is a devolved issue and therefore it is constitutionally inappropriate for Westminster to 
interfere in this way. Abortion is a sensitive issue and, as such, it should have been for the 
people of Northern Ireland to decide on.  

• Northern Ireland’s current law on abortion has been proven to save lives. In 2017, research 
conducted by campaign group Both Lives Matter found that 100,000 individuals are alive today 
in Northern Ireland who would otherwise not be if we had adopted the 1967 Abortion Act. This 
figure was challenged and investigated by the Advertising Standards Authority who upheld it 
was a reasonable claim to make. 

• The law especially makes a difference with regard to unborn children found to have disabilities. 
Lord Shinkwin, a noted Conservative peer who is himself disabled, has described Northern 
Ireland as “the safest place in the United Kingdom to be diagnosed with a disability.” If the 
Northern Ireland Executive Formation Act comes into force, this will no longer be the case. All 
protections for disabled unborn children will be taken away up to the point of viability.  

• In 2016, over 90% of children diagnosed with Down’s Syndrome in utero in Northern Ireland 
were born. In England and Wales in the same year, 74% of children diagnosed with the same 
condition in utero were aborted. The law here makes a major difference and protects those with 
Down’s Syndrome. 

• If the Northern Ireland Executive is not reformed by October 21 and the new abortion regime 
comes into place, Northern Ireland will go from having some of the strongest protections for 
unborn children in the world to some of the weakest. Abortion on request for any reason will be 
legalised up to the point of viability and potentially up to twenty-eight weeks. 

• No consultation on these radical proposals took place. No-one in Northern Ireland, regardless of 
their view on this issue, was able to make their views known. This is no way to legislate on such 
a serious issue and shows contempt for those of us who live here. Northern Ireland deserves 
better.  

• If the new abortion regime comes in on October 22, there will be a five month period in which 
no regulations will be in place governing how abortions are to be conducted in Northern Ireland. 
For five months there would be no requirement to notify the state that an abortion has taken 
place and there would be no restrictions on where abortions can take place. 

• Northern Ireland needs the Executive to return. The right place to decide what the law on 
abortion is should be the Northern Ireland Assembly, which we elect to reflect our views on 
these issues. It is vital the Executive reforms by October 21 for this issue and so many others.  


