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The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength;
indeed, the world is established, fi rm and secure.
Your throne was established long ago;
you are from all eternity.
The seas have lifted up, Lord,
the seas have lifted up their voice;
the seas have lifted up their pounding waves.
Mightier than the thunder of the great waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea –
the Lord on high is mighty.

Psalms 93:1-4 
(NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)
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WELSH AND ENGLISH CITIES AND TOWNS 

APRIL 23 – 29
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‘Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up 
early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep.’ 

PSALMS 127:1,2 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

ST GEORGE’S DAY
Father, please continue to watch over the cities and towns of England and Wales. 
May Your people be united in Christ to minister Your grace and truth into every 
sector of society through prayer, speech and action to bring about Your purposes for 
our land. Amen. 

Pray for Cardiff  and those who live, study 
and work there in the capital. Remember the 
national institutions based in the city such as 
government, commerce, policing, sport, arts 
and culture, education, health and welfare.

Remember those who work within local 
government in the other four Welsh cities: 
Bangor, Newport, St David’s and Swansea, 
and also the 165 towns in Wales. Pray 
that they will be able to improve rates of 
unemployment, social deprivation, pressures 
on the NHS and meet other challenges.

Almighty God, we intercede for London. May Your people be beacons of Your grace and 
truth wherever You have placed them, pushing back darkness through their prayer, 
witness and action. Please have mercy on this city and use it for Your glory! Amen.

Pray for the success of the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ vision to boost economic growth in 
the North of England, particularly in the cities of Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffi  eld 
and Newcastle. 

THANKSGIVING: for the Believe in Hull initiative of over 80 churches working together 
to reach out to their communities in 2017 as part of the Hull, UK City of Culture year. Ask 
God to strengthen and deepen their unity and make them faithful and fruitful. 

Remember the accommodation problems aff ecting people in so many towns and cities 
where properties are both scarce and expensive. Pray for government, developers, 
builders and housing organisations to discover radical ways to provide suitable homes 
for all who need them.

3

‘We are forever hearing reports of church attendance falling, but in London church attendance is not declining it is going up. 
The Church of England is having to build its fi rst new churches in London since the 1950s. My guess is we are going to see 
more and more of this growth going on outside London as well.’ (Stephen Timms MP)

The Millennium Bridge, Swansea
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‘O Lord my God, how great you are! ... You stretch out the starry curtain of the heavens; you 
lay out the rafters of your home in the rain clouds. You make the clouds your chariot; you ride 
upon the wings of the wind. The winds are your messengers; fl ames of fi re are your servants.’ 

PSALMS 104:1-4 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION) 

THE ENVIRONMENT

APRIL 30 – MAY 6
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‘If God loves the world, then we want to love what he loves and take care of it for his sake. This is not an optional extra 
for a few keen environmentalists, but a fundamental part of what it means to be human. God has promised that, when 
Jesus returns, this world will be radically renewed: all that is evil will be destroyed; all that is good will shine out.’
(A Rocha UK, a Christian charity working for the protection and restoration of the natural world.)

Creator God, how we marvel at Your creation of the universe; how all things balanced 
according to Your infi nite wisdom and power proclaim Your glory! We praise You for the 
glory of the heavens and we thank You for Earth’s atmosphere that sustains all life. Amen.

Pray about the worrying decline in the populations 
of bird species probably caused by increased use of 
pesticides and suburban development encroaching 
on their natural habitats. Ask God to grant insight 
and determination to conservationists and those in 
government to turn this situation around. 

Pray for the 1,700 employees of the Met Offi  ce working 
at 60 locations throughout the world to provide 
weather and climate-related services to the Armed 
Forces, government departments, civil aviation, 
shipping, agriculture, commerce and the public. 

Lord, we recognise that our world is so vulnerable to global warming that can lead to 
extreme climate conditions, rising sea levels, threats to wildlife and suff ering to people. 
Please help us all to live responsibly and do all we can to protect our planet. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS DAY
Remember all who courageously serve in the UK’s 50 or more fi re and rescue services. 
Ask God to grant them protection and wisdom in dangerous emergency situations. Also 
pray about the devastation caused by wildfi res across the world. 

THANKSGIVING: that following the 2015 Paris Agreement of over 190 countries to limit 
global warming, 111 of them, including the UK, the USA and China have now ratifi ed this 
historic agreement. Pray that promises will be kept and progress will be made in slowing 
global temperature increase. 

Pray for a reduction in the UK’s air pollution, which contributes to 200,000 premature 
deaths each year. Intercede that those with responsibility in government, industry, 
transport and energy production will manage to cut harmful emissions and harness 
clean, renewable sources. 
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‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that 
God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.’ 

COLOSSIANS 4:2-3 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

SCHOOL MATTERS 

MAY 7 – 13

Before the 18th century there was virtually no education for poor children. By 1831 Robert Raikes’ Sunday School 
Movement taught 1,250,000 children. Lord Shaftesbury’s Ragged School Union continued to educate elementary age 
children. The 1919 Fisher Act eventually make education compulsory from 5–14 years.

7 – 21 MAY PRAY FOR SCHOOLS FORTNIGHT (prayforschools.org)
Lord, may many be inspired to start praying for their local schools, especially during 
the next fortnight. Please encourage those who are already doing this and lead them 
by Your Spirit as they pray for Your blessing to rest upon staff  and pupils. Amen.

Remember the continuing shortage of teachers in British primary and secondary 
schools, particularly in design technology, maths, and science subjects. Pray that 
excellent graduates will train to teach, and that the pay, conditions and support they 
receive will mean they remain in the profession for many years. 

Pray about moves to include same-sex 
relationships in sex and relationships 
education and make it compulsory. Pray 
for this subject to help children – in age-
appropriate ways – to understand the 
importance of loving commitment, and equip 
them to cope with the challenges of online 
porn, cyber bullying and sexting.

Father, we commit to You young people 
who will be sitting important examinations over the next weeks. Please help them to 
be calm, wise and disciplined in their preparation and achieve results that truly refl ect 
their ability and eff orts. Amen.

Ask God to grant wisdom to Education Secretary Justine Greening and her counterparts: 
Peter Weir in Northern Ireland, John Swinney in Scotland and Kirsty Williams in Wales as they 
seek to improve standards, support teachers and facilitate leadership teams in schools. 

THANKSGIVING: for teachers, teaching assistants, support staff  and others supporting 
children facing many problems because of social, health and disability issues. Pray that 
their dedication and perseverance would bear fruit and be appreciated.

Remember Christians who are involved in schools: in chaplaincy roles, leading 
assemblies, presenting music, drama and RE lessons, encouraging young people in Bible 
study and prayer, listening, counselling and giving practical help.

SUN 
7

MON 
8

TUES 
9

WED
10

THUrS
11

Fri 
12

SAT
13

5



6

‘Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before 
him – his name is the LORD. A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy 
dwelling. God sets the lonely in families.’ 

PSALMS 68:4-6 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

MAY 14 – 20

6

In 2016 in the UK there were 
• 12.7 million married or civil partner couple families.
• 3.3 million cohabiting couple families – this number has more than doubled in the last ten years. 
• Around 25% of young adults aged 20-34 living with their parents, compared with 21% in 1996.

MAY 8-21 FOSTER CARE FORTNIGHT
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful that Christ, who will become the Bridegroom of the 
Church, came to rescue us from sin and death. Fill us with Your love and send us out to 
others who need to be forgiven and become part of Your Family. Amen. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES
Remember Christian organisations and churches, 
along with other charities and agencies that support 
families that have been driven from their homes, 
are living in poverty and in fear for their lives. Pray 
that they will be able to bring them food, shelter, 
education, medical care and hope.

Pray that Foster Care Fortnight will prompt more 
people to consider welcoming a child into their 
home and making a signifi cant diff erence in their life. 
Pray that every placement will be a safe secure home, 
a good match that meets the needs of each child.

God of love, please strengthen and deepen relationships between wives and husbands in 
the light of the solemn marriage vows they made. Grant special grace to couples that are 
experiencing diffi  cult circumstances, disappointments and broken promises. Amen.

Pray about the debt burden seriously aff ecting many single people, couples and 
families; the average UK household is estimated now to owe a record amount of 
£12,887 excluding mortgages. Remember organisations like Christians Against Poverty, 
Community Money Advice and Credit Action.

THANKSGIVING: for all those who come alongside couples and families facing 
diffi  culties: doctors, social workers, counsellors, carers and people from Christian 
churches and other organisations. Ask God to grant the compassion and discernment 
they need to make a real diff erence.

Intercede for children in Christian families who are also exposed to ideas and life-style 
choices that challenge the beliefs and values of home and church. Pray for parents, 
youth workers and others to encourage them to keep following Jesus.
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May they all be one that 
the world might believe
During this 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation, 100,000 Christians 
attending well known festivals and 
conferences will celebrate what unites 
us in Christ, sharing in the gospel’s 
transforming power.

Each event will unite using the same Bible 
reading, song, prayer of commitment 
and declaration with a special scroll 
passed from one event to the next.

Please ask God to encourage and 
strengthen His Church through 17:21.
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The 17.21 initiative is inspired by Jesus’ prayer in John 17:21

Participating events include:

Spring Harvest
Word Alive
Bible by the Beach
Stronger Together
Elim leaders’ Summit
Cliff  College Festival
Big Church Day Out
Summer Madness
Keswick Convention
New Wine
ichthus revive
Creation Fest
One Event
Festival of life
Baptist Assembly of Scotland
FiEC leaders’ Conference



‘Be joyful in hope, patient in affl  iction, faithful in prayer … Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position … Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.’ 

ROMANS 12:12-18 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION) 

CHRISTIANS iN THE COMMUNITY

MAY 21 – 27

‘The Christian church is the largest ‘civil society’ group in the UK. Churches are the biggest provider of youth and children’s services 
in Britain. Church members give more hours of voluntary, charitable and community service than any other organisation. It has 
been said that if the Church ceased to exist tomorrow, civil society would eff ectively collapse.’ (christiansinpolitics.org.uk) 

25 MAY – 4 JUNE ‘THY KINGDOM COME’ 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is inviting Christians around the world to pray between 
Ascension Day and Pentecost, for people to know Jesus Christ. (thykingdom.co.uk)

Lord, thank for every opportunity for churches to 
help those in need through food banks, homeless 
shelters, Street Pastors, debt advice, job clubs and other 
initiatives. Please bless all who serve in this way. Amen. 

Pray for Christians who are in positions of authority in areas 
such as politics, public services, the media, education and 
health. Ask Him to strengthen and inspire them to hold fast 
to their faith and to be eff ective light and salt in their work 
and relationships. 

Ask God to direct and encourage leaders of mission-focused churches that are being 
planted in places where few understand the gospel message; on rundown estates, among 
special interest groups such as bikers or surfers, and in coff ee shops, pubs and homes.

Father, please protect Your people living and working in countries that are hostile to 
Christianity and provide opportunities to witness for You in word and deed. We also 
pray for those serving in refugee camps and with other groups in desperate need to 
know Your strength and peace. Amen.

ASCENSION DAY and NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR POLICE
Ask God to raise up thousands of Christians to intercede for the advance of God’s 
kingdom throughout the land and pray for those who serve in our local communities. 
Remember especially our police and other emergency services today.

THANKSGIVING: for the churches in your neighbourhood. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
would fi ll them with love and grace to cause them to shine like beacons of God’s love 
and truth through their message of hope and united practical action in the community. 

Pray that many Christians will show concern for their Muslim neighbours who will fast 
during long daylight hours for the next thirty days of Ramadan. Ask God to reveal to many 
who earnestly seek truth and peace, that Jesus is God’s Son who died and rose again.
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‘I, Wisdom, live together with good judgment. I know where to discover knowledge 
and discernment. All who fear the LORD will hate evil. Therefore, I hate pride and 
arrogance, corruption and perverse speech … Rulers lead with my help, and nobles 
make righteous judgments.’ 

PROVERBS 8:12-16 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

BRITISH JUSTICE 

MAY 28 – JUNE 3

‘To what greater inspiration and counsel can we turn than to the imperishable truth to be found in this treasure 
house, the Bible?’ (Queen Elizabeth II)

Almighty God, we pray that our legal system will not become divorced from 
the biblical principles and values of justice and mercy on which it was founded, 
but will continue to uphold the needs of the most vulnerable, and promote 
truth and integrity in our society. Amen.

Pray for the Crown Prosecution Services in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the 
Crown Offi  ce and Procurator Fiscal Service in 
Scotland as they advise police and review cases 
for possible prosecution, determine charges in 
more serious or complex cases and prepare and 
present cases at court.

Ask God to encourage those who work in 
criminal, civil and family courts as clerks, 
ushers, probation offi  cers, legal support staff , 
administrators, judges, magistrates and lawyers.

Lord, we lift to You everyone who has been 
wrongly convicted of a crime. Please help them through the appeal process 
and bring the right people around them to prove their innocence and restore 
their freedom. Amen.

Remember those drawn into the legal process because they have been selected 
for jury service, called as witnesses or defendants. Pray that they will remain calm, 
understand the systems of the law and recognise their responsibility to speak 
with integrity. 

THANKSGIVING: for Christians working within the legal professions and groups, 
such as the Lawyers Christian Fellowship and the Association of Christian Law Firms, 
providing information and support for them. Pray for wisdom and courage, especially 
in diffi  cult cases. 

Pray about the drug abuse, violence and other criminal activity aff ecting Britain’s 
150 prisons housing 86,000 off enders. Remember prison offi  cers, whose everyday 
jobs are stressful, and pray that extra staff  will soon be trained and put in place. 
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‘The rain and snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water the 
earth. They cause the grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread for the 
hungry. It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit.’ 

ISAIAH 55:10-12 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

FARMING AND FISHING

JUNE 4 – 10

10

Fishing is the principal livelihood for millions globally. For centuries, our seas and oceans have been considered a limitless 
bounty of food. But over the last 50 years unsustainable practices, particularly of large predatory fi sh are pushing many fi sh 
stocks to the point of collapse. This means species and even whole ecosystems are being lost and the world is at risk of losing a 
valuable source of protein vital to so many. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY
Holy Spirit, we thank You for sending down Your power, love and wisdom to change our 
lives as we trust in Christ. We long to witness a greater outpouring of Your grace upon the 
Church that brings blessing to all people and extends Your Kingdom. Amen.

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – Connecting People to Nature
Pray that British farmers will fi nd ways to preserve the hedgerows and fallow land to 
provide habitats where wildlife can fl ourish, especially species under threat. Pray too 
for farmers in the developing world to have the information and resources they need to 
increase yield and protect the environment.

Pray for farmers and their families who are vulnerable to mental health problems because 
of long working hours, a diffi  cult economic situation, anxiety about livestock disease and 
threats of fl ooding. In 2015 one farmer each week committed suicide in the UK. 

Creator God, please help scientists and agronomists combating the damage aff ecting 
farmland and other areas in 124 countries caused by an estimated 1,300 non-native invasive 
species of plants, animals and insects that can overwhelm the natural environment. Amen.

WORLD OCEANS DAY – Our oceans, our future 
Ask God to help governments, organisations and individuals to redouble eff orts to 
clean up the oceans and seas, impose workable and fair fi shing quotas, and fi nd ways to 
replenish marine vegetation and fi sh that are under threat today.

THANKSGIVING: for the abundance of the earth and sea that season by season produce 
food for the world’s 7.5 billion inhabitants. Pray for those working to protect and sustain 
these resources so that farmers and fi shermen in the 
poorest countries are able to manage their businesses 
well and increase their harvests. 

Remember the 12,000 fi shermen in the UK’s fl eets, 
often facing extreme weather conditions and long 
periods at sea. In the light of Brexit, pray for fair 
regulations to enable this important industry to regain 
its strength whilst carefully conserving fi sh stocks.
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FARMING AND FISHING

‘God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.’ 

ACTS 10:38 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

HEALTHCARE CHALLENGES

JUNE 11 – 17

11

When the NHS was launched in 1948, it had a budget of £437 million (roughly £15 billion at today’s value). It is now 
the world’s fi fth biggest employer (1.3 million people) and spends £1 billion every three days.

JUNE 11-17 DIABETES WEEK

TRINITY SUNDAY
I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity; By invocation of the same. 
The Three in One, and One in Three, Of whom all nature hath creation, Eternal Father, 
Spirit, Word: Praise to the Lord of my salvation, salvation is of Christ the Lord. 
(St Patrick’s Breastplate) 

Pray for hospitals, GP surgeries and other healthcare providers. Pray that God’s Spirit of 
healing and peace will permeate them, bringing strength and comfort to patients and 
the staff  who work so hard to restore and nurture bodies and minds back to health. 

Remember the continuing crisis facing Accident and 
Emergency services aff ecting both patients and staff  who are 
working under constant pressure. Pray for ways to be found to 
have people assessed and treated in a timely manner and for 
beds to be available for those who need to be admitted.

WORLD BLOOD DONOR DAY
Lord, may today result in many new people being willing to make regular life-saving 
gifts of blood that will save lives. Please encourage the nurses, donor carers and 
administrators who work within our Transfusion Services. Amen.

Pray that during Diabetes Week more people will understand the severity of this disease 
for the four million people who live with it in Britain. Ask God to provide necessary 
resources and grant breakthroughs in on-going research into how best to manage and 
treat it. (diabetes.co.uk) 

THANKSGIVING: for the many patients all over the world who are helped by God’s grace, 
especially through the skill and dedication of doctors and nurses. Pray for anyone you 
know in need of healing today, especially those with a poor prognosis who are very ill at 
home, in hospital and receiving hospice and palliative care. 

Ask God to help chaplains in hospitals and other healthcare settings who off er spiritual 
and pastoral support to patients, their families and staff . Pray that fi nancial cutbacks and 
new NHS guidance will not hamper this crucial ministry.
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‘If your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? Or if they ask for 
a fi sh, do you give them a snake? Of course not! So if you sinful people know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to 
those who ask him.’ 

MATTHEW 7:9-11 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

FATHERHOOD

JUNE 18 – 24

12

‘A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet one of the most valuable assets in our society.’ 
(Billy Graham)

JUNE 19-25 REFUGEE WEEK 

FATHER’S DAY
Father of us all, please bless and encourage men to refl ect on the great responsibility, 
joy and privilege of parenthood, now and in the future. May Your great love be 
increasingly refl ected in relationships between fathers 
and grandfathers and their children. Amen.

Remember fathers of young children who are keen 
to be involved in their care but need to balance this 
with a demanding job and other responsibilities. Pray 
that employment patterns for men and women will 
increasingly support those with families.

Pray for the millions of families across the world that are 
fatherless or completely orphaned as a result of confl ict, migration, poverty, natural 
disasters and disease. Ask God to help Christian organisations and churches as they 
reach out with the Father’s love to bring hope and healing to them.

Lord, please draw near to the thousands of children who have little or no contact with 
their father or where the relationship is harmful. We pray too for men who are unjustly 
denied access to their families, never having harmed them. Amen. 

Pray for the over a million fatherless children growing up in Britain, especially in 
deprived areas lacking many positive male role models –  at risk of involvement in 
criminal behaviour, underachieving at school and emotional and mental problems.

THANKSGIVING: for every child who lives in a family headed by a supportive and 
encouraging father. Ask God to help those who are fostered, adopted or living with step-
parents to adjust to their new relationships and grant sensitivity to men in this role.

ARMED FORCES DAY
Pray that the national celebration in Liverpool and many local events will be a great 
encouragement to the men and women who make up the Armed Forces community. 
Thank God for their service and pray for their protection and wellbeing.
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‘There arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; 
but Jesus was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 
And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked 
the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.’ 

MATTHEW 8:24-26 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

JUNE 25 – JULY 1

TRAVELLING

13

There are about 60 million people displaced worldwide – driven or expelled from their homes because of war, persecution, or 
natural disaster. This amounts to 42,500 people fl eeing their homes each day. About a third of these are refugees who have left 
their own countries of which 1.8 million are asylum seekers asking to stay in a host country because they face persecution at home.

DAY OF THE SEAFARER
Father, we pray for all seamen, many of whom are poorly paid and living in 
uncomfortable conditions at risk from piracy and bad weather. Please watch over 
them and comfort them when they feel homesick and afraid. Amen.

Pray that the numbers of people being killed or hurt in road traffi  c accidents in Britain – 
still high in 2015 at 1,732 fatalities and 22,137 serious injuries – will continue to fall. Pray 
that wise speed restrictions, improved vehicle design and more eff ective public safety 
information for all road users will contribute to this. 

Remember all those whose jobs involve travelling, 
drivers and others working on planes, ships, trains, 
buses, taxis, lorries and cars. Pray that they will be able to 
fulfi l their responsibilities safely and not experience too 
much stress in the event of delays and other diffi  culties.

Lord, please rescue those who have paid people 
smugglers only to be packed into overcrowded 
unseaworthy boats in search of new lives. Give 
governments the wisdom and courage to fi nd 
answers to this terrible human tragedy. Amen.

Praise God for for the amazing Light and Life movement among the Gypsy, Travelling 
and Roma communities, which has resulted in thousands of lives being transformed 
through the gospel. Pray that thousands more will become Christians during this 
summer’s many tent meetings and conventions.

THANKSGIVING: for opportunities for young people to take gap years abroad before 
starting a new job or university. Especially remember Christians on mission trips, that 
they would grow in faith and be a real blessing to those they serve.

Ask God to make a way for vulnerable refugee children to be able to come to Britain and 
settle in the many communities that have promised to welcome and care for them. Pray 
particularly for the many churches that are seeking to help do this.
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 ‘And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.’ 

I CORINTHIANS 13:2 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSON)

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND THE FUTURE

JULY 2 – 8

14

‘The chief aim of all investigations of the external world should be to discover the rational order and harmony which has been 
imposed on it by God and which He revealed to us in the language of mathematics.’ 
(Johannes Kepler: a devout Christian who helped lead a scientifi c revolution in the 17th century with his amazing work in the 
fi eld of astronomy. Among his many contributions were the three laws of planetary motion.)

Creator God, thank You for the intellectual gifts and creative insights of scientists, 
engineers and researchers, and their discoveries and development of technologies 
that benefi t our world. May they acknowledge You as the true source of wisdom and 
compassion. Amen.

Ask God to grant wisdom about the rapidly 
expanding technology of robotics and Artifi cial 
Intelligence that many predict will utterly 
transform society. Pray for Christians who 
are working in this area to have insight and 
infl uence and for God’s will to be done in the 
years ahead.

Remember researchers who are developing 
ethically sound life-saving pharmaceuticals, 
medical procedures and other treatments. 
Pray that projects involving cloning and other 
morally questionable techniques will continue 
to be outlawed by the international community.

Lord, we pray for scientists who are searching for solutions in regions where water 
needed for agriculture, industry and general use is increasingly scarce. Please help 
the millions of people with no access to sanitation and clean drinking water. Amen. 

Pray for teachers and lecturers engaged in the education of children and young people 
in the important areas of science and technology. Ask God to help unlock these students’ 
natural curiosity and help them to seek solutions to issues that seriously aff ect the future. 

THANKSGIVING: for individuals who volunteer to donate their organs after death and 
for those off ering tissue and certain organs while they are still alive. Pray that many more 
will join the national donor register and inform their families about their decision. 

Ask God to continue to give wisdom to Christians engaged in scientifi c and technological 
research and development in the areas of education, industry, theological and ethical studies 
and media. Pray for the work of the international network ‘Christians in Science’. (cis.org.uk)
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HOPE FOR LIVING

JULY 9 – 15

‘We who are refugees from this dying might have a source of strength … This hope we hold, 
as the utterly reliable anchor for our souls, is fi xed in the very certainty of God himself in 
Heaven, where Jesus has already entered on our behalf’ 

HEBREWS 6:18-20 (J.B. PHILLIPS VERSION)

16

Globally, an estimated 75 million 15–24-year-olds were looking for work in 2015 and this fi gure is expected to rise in 
most regions. One reason is the growing mismatch between the skills that youngsters have and the vacancies that 
employers want to fi ll. One quarter of the world’s youth is not even participating in the labour market.

Lord, our Redeemer, we praise You for the eternal hope we have through Your death 
and resurrection. Help us to see Your purposes worked out more clearly in our world 
through Your Church and the ‘common grace’ at work in all humanity each day. Amen.

Give thanks for the many support groups off ering 
information, encouragement and friendship to 
people struggling with life-limiting conditions, 
survivors of traumatic events and those who need 
help to cope with fi nancial, relationship, addiction 
and other problems. 

Pray that Lord Shinkwin’s Abortion (Disability 
Equality) Bill’s passage through Parliament will raise 
more support for his argument that terminating 
the lives of unborn babies with disabilities up until birth is discriminatory, and that this 
should only be legal until the 24 week limit that applies to able-bodied children.

God of all hope, please strengthen those engaged in medicine and healthcare in 
hospitals, GP practices, clinics, hospices and nursing homes in this current time of 
crisis for the NHS. Grant them wisdom and compassion as they work with patients 
and their families. Amen.

Intercede for people struggling with depression and other mental health conditions who 
can see no hope ahead. Ask God to rescue them from despondency and enable them to 
receive eff ective treatment and be helped by those who understand and care for them.

THANKSGIVING: for the ministry of Hope Together – a catalyst for local church mission 
in our villages, towns and cities. Pray that this year devoted to prayer, prior to the 2018 
focus on ‘making Jesus known’ through words and action, will mobilise thousands of 
Christians and transform many situations. 

WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY
Pray that increasing eff orts by governments, corporations, educational institutions 
and charities will open up more opportunities for young people across the world and 
contribute to reducing unemployment and underemployment among youth.
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‘Listen to this, you who rob the poor and trample down the needy! … Then you enslave poor 
people for one piece of silver or a pair of sandals. Now the Lord has sworn this oath … “I will 
never forget the wicked things you have done!”’ 

AMOS 8:4-7 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION) 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

JULY 16 – 22

Lord, please draw near to the estimated 21 million women, children and men 
worldwide who are traffi  cked each year. Bring perpetrators to justice, comfort the 
victims, and grant success to organisations and individuals who are dedicated to their 
rescue and restoration. Amen.

Pray that any reforms to the National Referral Mechanism, by which victims are 
recognised by the state and are given access to ongoing support, will make the process 
more victim-focused and also help more individuals in the longer term. 

Pray for the process of implementing the provisions of the human traffi  cking legislation 
passed in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Westminster back in 2015 to be speeded up, 
especially in the vital area of appointing guardians for child victims. 

Father, we intercede that homeless people who are vulnerable to being traffi  cked and 
exploited will be protected. Please help police and homelessness organisations to 
recognise those at risk and fi nd ways to help them. Amen.

Pray that Border Service staff  will receive better training to identify actual and potential 
victims of traffi  cking as they arrive into the UK through our ports and airports. 
Remember Kevin Hyland, the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner as he monitors 
this in coming months.

THANKSGIVING: that the Republic of Ireland 
has now passed legislation criminalising the 
purchase of sex. Pray about risks that traffi  cking 
activity may move to Scotland and for the 
Scottish Government to introduce a similar law 
to prevent the country from becoming a sex 
tourist destination.

Pray that the World Day of Human Traffi  cking on 
30 July will help more people to understand the 
vulnerabilities and suff ering that lie behind each 
case of traffi  cking and exploitation, and lead to 
more determined action to tackle this tragedy.

17

Abolitionist William Wilberforce led the anti-slave trade movement in 18th century Britain. Known for his devout Christian 
faith, he died on July 29, 1833, just three days after learning that the Slavery Abolition Act – freeing almost all slaves in the 
British Empire – would pass through Parliament.
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INTERNET ISSUES

JULY 23 – 29

‘Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil 
and darkness; instead, expose them ... Make the most of every opportunity … Don’t act 
thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.’ 

EPHESIANS 5:10-17 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)
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Over 3.5 billion people now use the internet. There are over one billion websites on the World Wide Web. Approximately 
12 per cent of them are pornographic. 86 per cent of UK adults use social media, with two-thirds doing so every day. 

Mighty God, thank You for every opportunity for members of Your Church to use 
online communication creatively. May Christian websites, emails and social media 
platforms be increasingly eff ective in spreading the gospel and sharing information, 
worship resources and bible teaching across the world. Amen.

Remember children, so adept and familiar with 
the digital world, who need protection from 
inappropriate online material. Pray particularly 
for those who have viewed violent and 
depraved pornography that could seriously 
aff ect their emotional health and attitudes to 
sex and intimacy.

Pray about the growth of online betting in 
the UK – worth approximately £4.5 billion last year. Pray that those who have become 
addicted will fi nd help and that gambling sites will be prevented from exploiting 
underage and other vulnerable users.

Lord, we give thanks for the amazing advantages of the internet to business, 
commerce, health and social care, education, science, public aff airs, arts and culture 
and much more. We pray that online communication will increasingly benefi t people 
living in countries that are otherwise isolated. Amen.

Pray for those working at the new National Cyber Security Centre – part of intelligence 
agency GCHQ – to be given insight and wisdom to help them be vigilant and skilful in 
their eff orts to prevent hackers from infi ltrating, damaging or destroying public and 
private computer networks.

THANKSGIVING: for Lady Howe’s long-awaited success in persuading the Government 
to include in the Digital Economy Bill her recommendations to protect children online by 
requiring adult websites to add age verifi cation checks. Pray that this measure will be eff ective. 

Pray that new government guidelines will curb the pernicious practice of trolling – 
posting hateful, obscene or threatening messages on social media. Pray for those who 
are aff ected, particularly the one in four teenagers who report being abused online over 
their sexual orientation, race, religion, gender or disability.
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Meet the CArE team!
We are on the road, hosting a series of special evening 

events to meet our supporters. 

Come along and bring your friends to hear some inspiring stories of how God 
is at work in our nation and ask us your questions over tea, coff ee and cake.

 York 11 May
 Truro 15 May
 Plymouth 16 May
 Exeter 17 May
 Portsmouth 29 June

Contact Michelle to fi nd out more and to book your free place.
 e events@care.org.uk t 020 7227 4733

We hope you can join us!
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