
Making a Christian difference

I remember vividly the day the doctor broke the news to Celia and me that her father had 

inoperable cancer and only had months to live. Our family willingly gathered to care for him 

at home until he was finally admitted to a hospice. We treasure memories of precious times 

together until the day he peacefully slipped away. It was a relief that there was no option to 
request the doctor to administer a cocktail of lethal drugs. Had this been legal, he may well 

have asked for it, as he was desperately anxious not to be ‘a burden’ on any of us. 

The Bible teaches us that all human beings are made in God’s image. So, no matter how difficult 

the circumstances, respecting and caring for someone means helping them to live until the end 

of their natural life, not facilitating their premature death. Human dignity is undermined when 
assisted suicide is legalised. The experience of other countries proves that it can lead 
to abuse and negligence. This isn’t an exclusively Christian view; in The Spectator’s recent 

debate on euthanasia, atheist Douglas Murray spoke of his belief in the sanctity of life, and 

that in its absence, ‘however you like to define it, you unleash hell. Sanctity is one of the most 

important things in our civilisation.’ 

The Greek physician Hippocrates, often called the father of Western medicine, required 

doctors to uphold basic ethical standards, including ‘to do no harm’  through a solemn oath. His 

principles still under-gird modern medical practice. Thankfully, assisted suicide has never 
been legal in the UK, despite various efforts to change the law – most recently in England 

and Wales in September 2015, when Rob Marris MP’s Assisted Dying Bill was overwhelmingly 

rejected with 330 MPs voting against and only 118 in favour. For months before, CARE had 
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thrown all we could into informing and persuading those inside and outside Parliament with 

arguments against this form of euthanasia. Tens of thousands of people were mobilised to ask 

their MPs to reject the Bill – and Christians asked to pray. If you were one of those people 
thank you very, very much. Similar efforts in Scotland saw Patrick Harvie MSP’s Assisted 

Suicide (Scotland) Bill defeated in May 2015 by 82 votes to 36 – a clear rejection from MSPs 

on the principles of the Bill.

Royal College of Physicians now ‘neutral’

Although we won in 2015, we knew it wouldn’t be long before the issue returned – and sure 

enough it has. Determined groups and individuals are waiting for an opportunity to bring 
forward a new Bill to allow physician-assisted suicide. As well as continuing to apply 

pressure in England and Wales, Dignity in Dying – a major pro-euthanasia organisation – 

launched a new campaign in Scotland at the beginning of April. CARE, with other like-minded 

organisations, is ready to meet these renewed attacks on life. 

The Royal College of Physicians (RCP) has always been solidly opposed to the idea of doctors 

killing people in this way. In February, a group within the RCP Council called for a members’ 

poll to ask whether the RCP should shift to a so-called ‘neutral’ position on assisted suicide. 

The terms of this poll meant that an outcome of ‘neutrality’ was virtually guaranteed. So, despite 

25 per cent supporting ‘neutrality’ and 43 per cent wanting the college to remain opposed, the 

RCP has now gone ‘neutral’. Three members of the RCP ethics committee – including its Chair 

– resigned over how the poll was handled and four doctors, on behalf of thousands of their 

colleagues, are courageously taking the Royal College to court to challenge this undemocratic 

move. Anyone can contribute to their legal costs via www.gofundme.com/rcp-poll-challenge. 

Please pray for a just outcome.

The reality is that there is no such thing as neutrality on this 

issue. This change is a green light for pro-assisted suicide 

voices seeking to change the law. In the past, Dignity in 

Dying, admitted that they could only succeed ‘when medical 

organisations stop blocking change’. With the Royal 
College of Physicians adopting a ‘neutral’ position, a 
key voice representing doctors has been silenced.  

Right to die – duty to die?

Recently Nola Leach and I met Dr Rosemarie Anthony-Pillai, a highly regarded Consultant 

in Palliative Medicine. She was most concerned that the all-important relationship of 
trust between the doctor and their patient – and doctors and wider society – would be 
seriously damaged were assisted suicide allowed. Many argue that human beings must have 

the right to choose when to end their lives and this should be part of their medical treatment. 

I’m sure they speak with sincere compassion for patients facing painful debilitating deaths. 

Sometimes very difficult situations come before the courts, but the saying ‘hard cases make 
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bad law’ is so apt here. Legalising something that a small number of people want – in this case, 

for a doctor to be allowed to give them drugs that will kill them – inevitably threatens the peace 

of mind and the lives of many others. The ‘right to die’ can be interpreted as a ‘duty to die’ by 

vulnerable terminally ill patients like my father-in-law, and even by those who aren’t seriously ill 

but dependent on others. 

We thank God that charities supporting people with disabilities are united in their 
opposition to physician-assisted suicide. The indomitable Not Dead Yet UK network of 

disabled people believes that it would create ‘a crack that can be steadily opened wider and 

wider until anyone may assist a disabled person to die without consequence’. It is frightening 

how human life can so easily become disposable; look what happened with abortion. David 

Steele’s 1967 Abortion Act aimed primarily to rescue women from the horror of life-threatening 

‘backstreet abortions’. Fifty years and almost nine million terminations later, across Great 

Britain, abortion has become for many simply another form of contraception. 

Advocates of assisted suicide insist that any legislation should include safeguards, but how 

‘safe’ would they be? In Belgium and the Netherlands, people with depression, blindness, 

deafness, anorexia, dementia, or those who are simply tired of living, have been euthanised. 

In US States Oregon and Washington an increasing number of medical conditions are 

deemed to fall within the scope of the law. 

State-sanctioned suicide or world-class palliative care? 

Tragically, every year, almost 6,000 people 

take their own lives and the Government 

rightly is trying to reduce suicides. But, on one 

hand we’re trying to dissuade people from 

committing suicide, whilst on the other hand, 

groups like Dignity in Dying propose permitting 

doctors to facilitate someone to do just that. 

Anyone in such despair needs hope and 
support – not a law to provide the means 
to kill themselves. Rather than legalised 

assisted killing, we need more assisted living!

Our population is aging and this will inevitably 

place a growing burden on families, taxpayers, 

the NHS and society in general. There is a 

danger that the most vulnerable of us may 

become less valued and honoured. Clare 

Foges wrote recently in The Times about paupers’ funerals. Many bereaved families cannot afford 

a funeral – the cost is over £4,000. Last year some local authorities, that bear the responsibility 

in such cases, reportedly did not notify relatives when someone was to be cremated. Others 

would not allow them to attend. We have written to the Home Secretary asking for an enquiry 

into this shameful situation where families are denied the opportunity to say goodbye to a loved 
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one with dignity, just because they are poor. It isn’t difficult to see how similar disregard 
could affect vulnerable people – particularly the terminally ill or disabled – as they near 
the end of life.

CARE has always affirmed Britain’s world-class hospice care movement which annually 

supports more than 200,000 people with terminal and life-limiting conditions. Last year 

CARE was thrilled to be involved with something extraordinary that happened on the island 

of Guernsey, when their parliament, strongly encouraged by churches and disability 
groups, rejected proposals to legalise assisted suicide and instead voted to increase 
resources for palliative care! 

We will continue to speak out against euthanasia in our Parliaments and Assemblies and 

champion the truly compassionate end-of-life palliative care provided within our wonderful NHS 

and hospice charities. We know we’ll soon be called upon to stand against the pro-euthanasia 

lobby again. With your ongoing help and prayers, the efforts of our gifted public policy team, and 

by God’s mercy, we hope to succeed!  

Yours in His mercy and grace,

Rev Lyndon Bowring 

CARE Chairman
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