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EXTREMISM IN ENGLAND AND WALES CONSULTATION 
 

The Commission for Countering Extremism has launched a call for evidence on extremism in England and Wales.  

CARE is concerned that the Government continues to rely upon a broad a definition of extremism which captures non-

violent content which some find objectionable. This is likely to impact freedom of expression, and there is a real risk this 

could impact Christians. 

For the purposes of strengthening its response to the issue, the Government must rethink and focus on violent extremism 

and non-violent extremism with links to terrorism, and ensure that the Counter Extremism Strategy and any new laws or 

strategies that may follow the consultation are formulated on this basis. 

Please see below suggested responses to the Government’s questions which we encourage you to write in your own 

words.  Whilst you are free to, you do not need to answer all the questions and can simply click through the online form.  

If you are particularly pressed for time, we recommend prioritising questions 2 and 4b. 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO RESPOND TO THE CONSULTATION ONLINE 
 

The deadline for submissions is 31 January 2019 
 

SECTION 1 – EXPERIENCES OF AND INSIGHTS INTO EXTREMISM 

Question 1a – Can you describe extremism? 

Please choose either ‘No’ or ‘Not Sure’ 

Question 1b – If you said ‘yes’ or ‘not sure’, please describe what extremism looks like to you. 

                          – If you said ‘no’, what is the main reason for your response? 

For both ‘No’ and ‘Not Sure’, we suggest you might like to say in your own words that  

• ‘Extremism’ is a very vague concept that is difficult to define and that the Government’s focus should be 

on violent extremism specifically or non-violent extremism with direct links to terrorism.   

Question 2a – How helpful is the following definition of extremism?  

“Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members 

of our armed forces as extremist”. (HM Government Counter-Extremism Strategy, 2015) 

We suggest that you answer either ‘Unhelpful’ or ‘Very Unhelpful’ 

Question 2b – What is the main reason for your response? 

We suggest that, in your own words, you indicate that the definition is not helpful for the following reasons: 

• The Government’s definition of extremism is overly vague and does not provide clarity 

• As a result, the definition can cover virtually any expressions that are contrary to mainstream or 

politically correct views – this significantly infringes upon freedom of expression 

• The definition should be amended to include a clear link between extremism and violence or terrorism 

Questions 3 – How important do you think the following factors are when considering extremism in this 

country? 

We suggest that you skip this question or simply answer ‘Don’t know’  

Question 4a – Is there one factor from the list above that you think is most important when considering 

extremism?  

 We suggest you answer ‘No’ and elaborate in Question 4b (see below) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/extremism-in-england-and-wales-call-for-evidence
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Question 4b – If you said ‘not sure’ or ‘no’, what is the main reason for your response? 

We suggest that, in your own words, you mention: 

• The main factor in considering extremism in England and Wales is the link between extremism and 

terrorism, and the link between extremism and violence 

Questions 5a, 5b, 5c and 5d 

As these questions relate to personal experience and perspective, please make a judgement call about whether you 

have anything relevant to contribute 

Question 6a – Can you describe the harms caused by extremism? 

 We suggest you answer ‘Not sure’ and elaborate in Question 6b (see below) 

Question 6b – If you said ‘yes’ or ‘not sure’, how would you describe these harms? 

We suggest that, in your own words, you mention: 

• Due to the Government’s broad approach in relation to extremism, harm caused is not always easy to 

identify 

• If the Government narrowed its definition of extremism to violent extremism, it would be far easier to 

ascertain harms caused and take steps to address them adequately 

Questions 7a – 9c  

As these questions relate to personal experience and perspective, please make a judgement call about whether you 

have anything relevant to contribute 

Question 10a – Do you think more should be done to counter extremism? 

We suggest that you answer ‘Not sure’ and elaborate in Question 10b (see below) 

Question 10b – What is the main reason for your response? 

We suggest that, in your own words, you mention: 

• That your answer is contingent upon the definition of extremism which is used – i.e. that any steps which 

are taken to counter extremism should be focused on violent extremism and terrorism 

• Focusing on generic extremism means that resources allocated may be spread too thin and fail to 

adequately address the main problems and jeopardise free speech. 

Questions 11 – 13b 

We have no particular guidance for these questions which you may answer or skip as you wish 

Question 14 – What is the one thing you would give greater priority to, in our efforts to counter 

extremism offline and online, and why 

We suggest that, in your own words, you mention: 

• With respect to countering extremism either offline or online, the Government’s attention should be on 

the nature of extremism as focused on violence and the link to terrorism independently where it occurs 

SECTION 2 – EVIDENCE ON EXTREMISM 

This Section asks for any evidence of the scale of extremism in England and Wales that you may have. Once more, as these 

questions relate to personal experience and perspective, please make a judgement call about whether you have anything 

relevant to contribute 


