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Making a Christian difference



‘ The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome it.’ John 1:5
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‘CARE works with policy makers 
to promote positive policies 
about issues of concern. We 
also engage with Christians; 
informing and mobilising them 
to speak out, to be practically 
involved and to pray about 
these deeply significant 
matters. We are so grateful for 
the generosity of individuals, 
the Church and grant-making 
Trusts that enables so many 
people across society to benefit 
from CARE’s work.’ 

John O’Brien  
Chair of CARe Trustees

Greetings from CARE! 
I thank God for CARE’s amazingly 
gifted and dedicated team. Our 
public policy work is increasingly 
well-received by the Members of 
the UK Assemblies and Parliaments 
– not only by people who would 
identify themselves as Christian but 
others too. This is particularly true as 
we engage with issues like human 
trafficking, gambling and protecting 
Sunday as a special day.

A very encouraging example of working closely with others was in the 
case of Rob Marris’ Assisted Dying Bill that was resoundingly defeated 
last year. As part of the Care Not Killing coalition and in assisting key 
MPs with briefings and research, CARE played a crucial role in this result. 
Similar success was seen in Scotland where hundreds of CARE supporters 
contacted MPs and MSPs and earnestly prayed. The issue of assisted 
suicide will come back however, and we will continue to be vigilant. 

The Leadership Programme continues to flourish with a high calibre  
of graduates participating each year – many of whom are now in 
positions of considerable influence. 

I hope you will be encouraged to read about CARE’s activities in the 
following pages. We deeply appreciate every expression of support  
from each supporter who partners with us through prayer, giving and 
personal involvement.

Nola Leach  
Chief Executive



It was a surprise when, in its July Budget, the 
Government first announced plans to extend Sunday 
trading hours, as it had not been mentioned in the 
Conservative manifesto. The first vote on this was 
abandoned when the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
said that they would oppose the proposal. In January 
2016 the Government announced it would reintroduce 
the plans, with a key vote anticipated in March.

Meanwhile, the SNP appeared to have changed 
sides. CARE worked with trade unions and others 
to put across the arguments against further Sunday 
trading liberalisation. On 9 March many MPs entered 
the debating chamber equipped with briefings and 
speaking notes prepared by CARE. Thankfully 317 MPs, 
including those from the SNP, supported an amendment 
tabled by David Burrowes MP, who bravely led a group of 
27 Conservative rebels to vote against the Government. 
This was a significant victory and CARE was privileged to 
play a pivotal part in it.
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Sunday trading plans defeated

Online safety promoted

CARE | Making a Christian Difference

CARE worked hard with Baroness Howe of Idlicote 
on her Online Safety Bill. Our polling commissioned 
ahead of her July Second Reading showed 73 per cent 
agree that on-demand 18-rated material should be age 
verified and 74 per cent believe that age verification 
checks should also apply to pornographic websites 
based outside the UK. The Government publicly 
acknowledged that the Bill has impacted their thinking.
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Assisted Dying Bill rejected

Gambling concerns raised

Last summer, a Labour MP, Rob Marris presented 
a Private Member’s Bill at the beginning of the 
parliamentary session. The Assisted Dying Bill (No 2) 
would have introduced assisted suicide for patients 
in England and Wales with just six months left to 
live. We give thanks to God that on 11 September 
2015 the House of Commons comprehensively 
rejected the Bill, with 330 against and 118 in favour. 

CARE had commissioned polling and was very 
involved in preparing MPs and influencing the public 
debate. Our team produced numerous briefings and 
speaking notes and was present in Westminster on the 
day of the vote, gathering intelligence and helping to 
co-ordinate opposition to the Bill.

CARE worked with Lord Clement Jones on his 
Private Member’s Bill on Fixed Odds Betting 
Terminals (FOBTs). These are controversial because 
they combine rapid speed of play with stakes so 
high that people can lose £18,000 an hour. The Bill 
proposed reducing the maximum stake from £100 
per spin to £2. All who spoke in the debate on 11 
March supported the Bill, apart from the Minister.



In September, MSPs unanimously backed the 
Scottish Government’s Human Trafficking and 
Exploitation Bill. CARE for Scotland worked 
closely with several MSPs and was instrumental 
in the legislation being amended to include a 
commitment to introduce specialist child trafficking 
guardians. We worked with our friends at ECPAT UK 
and Walk Free to organise a 6,000-strong petition 
calling for this commitment. During the debate, two 
MSPs put on record their appreciation of CARE’s 
campaigning work. 

CARE also arranged for Lord Morrow, architect of the 
Northern Ireland human trafficking laws, to address 
MSPs at an event in the Scottish Parliament about the 
lessons that could be learned from that legislation.

In May last year, MSPs rejected Patrick Harvie’s 
Assisted Suicide Bill by 82 votes to 36. This was  
a hugely encouraging victory for the vulnerable  
in Scotland. 

CARE’s Policy Officer Gordon Macdonald addressed the 
Health and Sport Committee in the Scottish Parliament 
to make the arguments against assisted suicide and 
was the chief media spokesperson for Care not Killing 
Scotland. Our Director in Scotland Stuart Weir was also 
highly publicised, speaking in favour of protecting the 
vulnerable against assisted suicide.
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Human trafficking laws passed

Assisted Suicide Bill defeated
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Northern Ireland
Liberalising abortion halted

Traditional marriage affirmed
On 2 November the fifth attempt to introduce  
same-sex marriage in Northern Ireland was 
defeated. The Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 
utilised a petition of concern to strike down the 
proposed change to marriage laws. CARE in 
Northern Ireland helped to brief MLAs and provided 
evidence to use in the debate, standing up for 
marriage between a man and a woman. 

On 10 February MLAs voted down amendments to 
liberalise abortion laws in Northern Ireland, which 
would have permitted abortion in instances of fatal 
foetal abnormality and sexual assault. CARE’s Policy 
Officer Mark Baillie worked with key contacts in the 
Assembly, providing them with arguments to use 
in favour of rejecting the proposed amendments. 
CARE’s Chief Executive Nola Leach wrote a piece for 
a national newspaper in Northern Ireland urging 
MLAs to reject the pressure to change the law.

Eventually, 64 MLAs voted against Anna Lo MLA’s 
amendment to include cases of rape and incest, 
with 32 in favour. The amendment tabled by Stewart 
Dickson MLA and Trevor Lunn MLA regarding foetal 
abnormality was defeated by 59 votes to 40 with  
two abstentions.
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Abortion
n  Promoting the ‘Not in Our Name’ 

campaign – rejecting The Royal 
College of Midwives’ support for 
up-to-birth abortion and the ‘Don’t 
Screen us Out’ campaign – opposing 
general prenatal screening to detect 
Down Sydrome and other conditions.

Human Trafficking
n  Supporting MPs’, Peers’ and AMs’ 

concerns around support for 
trafficking victims and advocates 
for children.

n  Submitting evidence to  
Council of Europe experts  
on human trafficking.

n  Westminster event reflecting  
on lessons from Northern 
 Ireland’s new legislation.

Prostitution
n  Assisting with Lord McColl‘s Bill to 

prohibit advertising sexual services.
n  Submitting evidence to Home 

Affairs Select Committee Inquiry 
on Prostitution.

n  Secretariat to the All-Party Group on 
Prostitution and the Global Sex Trade.

Gambling
n  Lord Clement-Jones’ Gambling Bill 

to radically reduce stakes on  
fixed-Odds Betting Terminals

n  Talks with uK Government about 
proposed Counter Extremism Bill.

Religious liberty 
n  Submissions to Welsh and uK 

Government’s consultations about 
regulating Out of School.

n  Talking to uK Government about 
proposed Counter Extremism Bill.

Family and tax
n  Briefing MPs and Peers on findings 

of CARE’s Taxation of families 2013 
Report hosted by David Burrowes 
MP and Bishop of Chester.

n  Supporting Caroline Ansell MP’s 
family Test Bill.

n  Opposing centralisation of sex 
education curriculum.

Online Safety & Pornography
n  Responding to a Government 

consultation on online  
age-verification proposals. 

n  Assisting with Baroness Howe’s 
Online Safety Bill to require internet 
and mobile phone providers to 
protect children from pornographic 
and other harmful material.

n  Supporting Bishop of Chester with  
his debate ‘The Impact of 
Pornography on Society’.

Assisted suicide
n  Opposing Rob Marris MP’s Bill – 

overwhelmingly defeated, 330 
votes to 118.

n  Supporting Baroness finlay’s 
Access to Palliative Care Bill.

Sunday trading
n  Part of Keep Sunday Special 

campaign, alongside trade unions, 
convenience stores, Christian 
churches and groups. 

n  Assisting MPs to defeat the 
Government on further liberalising 
of Sunday trading, 317 votes to 286.
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Scotland Summary
Assisted Suicide
n  Coordinating Care not Killing 

campaign to defeat Assisted Suicide 
(Scotland) Bill by 82 votes to 36.

n  Submitting evidence to Health and 
Sport Committee on the issue of 
assisted suicide prior to the Scottish 
Parliament debate.

n  Organising and speaking at event 
appealing to MSPs to reject the Bill.

Human Trafficking
n  Campaigning during Human 

Trafficking and Exploitation (Scotland) 
Bill, including drafting and assisting 
MSPs with amendments to provide 
better support for victims. These were 
accepted by the Scottish Government.

Parental and Child Rights
n  Participating in Judicial Review of the 

Named Person provision in Children 
and young People (Scotland) Act.

Religious Observance
n  Initiating Scottish Parliament Cross 

Party Group for Religious Liberty, of 
which we are a member.

Organ Donation
n  Liaising with civil servants and  

MSPs to oppose an opt-out system  
of organ donation.

n  Lobbying against a poorly worded 
Transplantation (Authorisation for the 
Removal of Organs etc.) (Scotland) Bill 
– which was defeated. 

‘In a time of massive social 
and potential political 
change, CARE is helping 
the Church, politicians and 
educators to be aware of 
the issues this brings and 
helping us consider how to 
work together to transform 
our communities.’ 
Rev David McCarthy 
St Silas episcopal Church, Glasgow

Value of Life

Human 
Exploitation

Marriage and 
Family

More...
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Abortion
n  Providing secretariat for Stormont All-Party Group 

on Human Life of MLAs considering issues around 
the beginning and end of life.

n  Playing a central role in engaging with Assembly 
Members to oppose the liberalisation of abortion 
law in Northern Ireland.

Value of Life

Human Trafficking 

n  Serving as a member of the Department of Justice’s 
Engagement group on human trafficking. 

n  Monitoring the implementation of the Human 
Trafficking and Exploitation Act, with which CARE 
played a central role, to ensure this is effective.

Marriage and 
Family

Gambling
n  Engaging with MLAs on the issue of problem 

gambling in the Province. 
n  Completing a considerable amount of work prior 

to legislation on this issue, due to come before the 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

More...

Marriage
n  Engaging with members across the political parties 

in Northern Ireland to promote the value and worth 
of marriage.

n  Opposing attempts to re-define marriage. 

‘I am extremely 
grateful to 
CARE for their 
excellent briefings 
and advice 
throughout 
the many years 
of this Bill’s 
development. 
Their expertise 
has assisted  
me greatly as  
I have sought to 
understand the 
issue of human 
trafficking here in 
Northern Ireland.’  
Lord Morrow
December 2014

Human 
Exploitation
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Regional Elections Campaign

Equipping Christians for the Regional Elections

CARE’s engage16 website inspired and equipped Christians to be actively 
involved in the 7 May Regional Elections in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 
the London Mayoral Election, and the Police and Crime Commissioner Election 
for England and Wales. 

We suggested that people should consider the following actions:
n  Contacting their candidates on a range of issues
n  Attending or organise hustings events
n  Taking time to read about and understand the main issues 
n  Praying about the elections 

The CARE in Northern Ireland and CARE for Scotland teams set off on hustings tours 
informing and encouraging hundreds of people at events.

A range of hustings were registered with 
engage16. Many benefited from the short 
videos, special briefings, manifesto analyses 
and key previous voting information on 

candidates. The interactive social media links were 
widely used and individuals and churches accessed our 
helpful prayer resources. 

We continue to ask for God’s wisdom and guidance for 
our newly elected Parliamentarians, London Mayor and 
Police and Crime Commissioners, many of whom are 
new to office. 
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CARE in the Media
Interacting with the media is vital, allowing us 
to influence decision makers and raise public 
awareness. We take every opportunity to engage 
in mainstream and Christian publications, 
broadcasting and through social media. 

TV and radio
CARE has achieved widespread coverage, including 
television appearances: on Good Morning Britain, ITV 
National News, BBC 2’s Victoria Derbyshire Show and 
on the BBC news at 1pm, 6pm and 10pm. We had 
regular opportunities with local BBC Radio stations. 
CARE frequently engages with Premier Christian Radio, 
united Christian Broadcasters, TWR-uK and Hope fM.

News and articles
CARE published articles in The Scotsman and Belfast 
Newsletter and on Conservative Home. Comments from 
CARE appeared in the Telegraph, Daily Mail and The 
Times and other national papers. CARE works closely 
with the Christian press, proactively engaging with 
their news outlets alongside print publications like 
Evangelical Times, Evangelicals Now and Church Times. 

Lyndon Bowring writes for Direction and Sorted 
magazines and Nola Leach has a monthly column with 
Christian Today. CARE makes many contributions to Solas 
Magazine, which encourages Christians across Europe.

Dan Boucher on iTv evening news

James Mildred on Good Morning Britain

CARE | Making a Christian Difference
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CARE is committed to investing time and resources to 
help local church leaders and individual Christians:
n understand important human dignity concerns
n engage with their elected representatives
n  support some of the most vulnerable people in society
n pray for a range of issues affecting our world

Last year our Church Development team personally 
connected with hundreds of uK churches across the 
denominational spectrum, meeting informally with 
individuals and participating in over 150 special events 
and church services, sharing CARE’s vision and offering 
encouragement and support. CARE’s church leader 
webpage care.org.uk/churchleader offers additional 
resources and you can follow @careleader on Twitter. 

Prior to the 2016 regional elections we organised 
and facilitated election forums, hustings and prayer 
meetings in partnership with several local churches. 
They encouraged leaders to be involved and to make 
use of CARE’s engage16 website. 

The team works closely with Jenny Baines to promote 
‘Open’ (see page 18) and carries out other resourcing  
and training sessions. 

Church leaders are warmly invited to email:
gareth.davies@care.org.uk (England and Wales)
tim.houston@care.org.uk (Northern Ireland)
stuart.weir@care.org.uk (Scotland)

Making a Christian Difference | CARE

CARe Churches Team (from left: Tim Houston, 
Gareth Davies, Stuart weir) on an away day.
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Third Age Ministry

CARE for the Future is our newest 
initiative. It aims to inspire and 
encourage Christian men and 
women who have reached the 
‘Third Age’ of their lives and still 
have so much to offer – with long 
years of experience, walking 
with God and gaining wisdom, 
patience and understanding. 
Third Age usually refers to the post-retirement years. However, many 
people are still working, and living longer! We know that a significant 
proportion of CARE’s longstanding supporters are in this ‘Third Age’  
– some still working, others semi or completely retired. There is so 
much they can do in the Kingdom of God and CARE is delighted to be  
a catalyst encouraging them to discover this.

CARE Consultant Dave fenton heads up the project. Over the past year, 
he has visited churches and Christian events around the uK, developing 
resources to equip and inspire those who have reached or are nearing 
retirement age, but have no intention of winding down when it comes to 
serving the Lord! We hope to see CARE for the future develop in exciting 
ways in the coming months and years. 

‘O God, you have taught me from my earliest childhood, and 
I constantly tell others about the wonderful things you do. 
Now that I am old and grey, do not abandon me O God. Let 
me proclaim your power to this new generation, your mighty 
miracles to all who come after me.’ Psalms 71: 17-19

CARE | Making a Christian Difference
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Current helps Christians in their 20s and 30s tackle complex moral and 
political ideas and encourages them to be a part of a community of fellow 
believers standing up for the Christian perspective. CARE formed Current 
as a means of inspiring, challenging and mobilising Christians in this 
generation to impact society on the fundamental dignity of human life. 

The Current web platform features stories of people who have been 
personally impacted by a particular issue, using different media to present 
their perspectives. It is a dynamic and relevant online space where we invite 
readers to discuss, access up-to-date information and share valuable opinions 
on matters of life, death, justice, leadership and more.

Since the successful launch of Current in 2015, the platform’s online 
communities (facebook, Twitter and Instagram) and readership have grown 
thanks to a number of young uK Christians contributing a whole range of 
thought-provoking content on all key topics such as Christian leadership, 
politics and social justice. This is shared regularly online.

We were excited to exhibit Current for the first time at uCCf’s ‘forum’ last summer 
and also the Soul Survivor ‘Momentum’ event in September, raising awareness of 
the Current brand and website among Christian students and young adults. 

CONNECT WITH CURRENT wearecurrent.co.uk /wearecurrentuk  @wearecurrentUK @we.are.current

Inspiring a younger 
Generation

Making a Christian Difference | CARE
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CARe leadership Programme graduates 2015-2016



‘The Leadership Programme has been the richest 
teaching and training investment I’ve received in 
thinking about the relationship between Christ and 
Culture, and growing in servant leadership.’

care.org.uk/leadershipprogramme

Making a Christian Difference | CARE

Investing in Leadership 
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‘Fridays and study weekends have been a highlight.’

‘It was the perfect step after university, solidifying the 
foundations of my faith in the context of a challenging 
work placement, with the support of like-minded 
Christian peers.’

Leadership Programme Alumni

CARE’s Leadership Programme offers an exceptional 
opportunity for young Christian graduates with a 
vision to live out their faith in the workplace and 
aspire to positions of leadership in public life. It 
provides a unique insight into influencing our 
society for Christ at a political level, combining 
outstanding professional experience, biblically-
based study and a supportive Christian community.

The Programme includes a ten month internship 
with a Member of Parliament, NGO or Member of the 
Scottish Parliament. This ensures that participants find 
themselves placed in positions of real responsibility at 
the beginning of their career. Alongside the internship, 
graduates take part in a weekly study programme, 
helping them think through what it means to be a 
Christian in the political sphere.

The Programme started in 1993 and now has over 260 
alumni, amongst whom are Parliamentarians, senior 
Civil Servants, and charity executives. CARE keeps in 
close contact with many of these people, drawing 
from their own experience and insight as we plan for 
the future.

There were ten members of the Leadership 
Programme in the last academic year. A further ten 
have been recruited for the 2016-17 year. Eight of 
these will be placed with parliamentarians across the 
main political parties in Westminster and two will be 
working for NGOs.

Our nation, like the church, is in desperate need of 
leaders of vision, Christ-like character and integrity 
and we believe that CARE’s Leadership Programme is 
helping to meet this need.
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‘One of the greatest pastoral 
challenges in the Church 
today is how we support 
women who have to 
deal with the pain of an 
abortion. This ministry brings 
tenderness, truth and hope to 
those who are dealing with 
this experience.’ 

Rev Malcolm Duncan  
Gold Hill Baptist Church

– a Pastoral Response to Abortion 
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Open equips church leaders and others to demonstrate compassionate 
understanding and practical support to those in their churches who have 
had an unintended pregnancy or an abortion. 

Over the past year, Jenny Baines has had opportunities to introduce the vision of 
OPEN to many church leaders, those in training, and others in the church family. 
Training days in Glasgow and Doncaster were well attended by church leaders 
from across the denominations and a lecture at the Scottish Baptist College was 
also warmly received. Jenny spoke at several CARE church leaders’ events and 
preached in a number of churches – opening up many important conversations; 
she also presented a seminar at the One Event last summer. 

People invariably approach Jenny on these occasions to share their story of 
abortion or other pregnancy loss, sometimes for the first time. In response, 
two post-abortion weekend retreats were held, which were deeply healing 
experiences for all who attended.

find out more about this new initiative at weareopen.org.uk
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Pray for Schools (PFS) wants to see ‘every school  
a prayed for school.’ This initiative is headed  
by CARE’s Prayer Coordinator Celia Bowring,  
in partnership with agencies. 

Volunteer coordinators for England, Northern Ireland 
and Wales encourage Christians to set up prayer 
groups to support local schools and initiate regional 
events. We’re now up to approximately 2,000 schools 
– prayed for by 500 individuals, churches or groups. 
Thirty regional prayer events took place last year 
and PfS is increasingly well known throughout the 
Christian education world and on social media.

Pray for Schools offers a unique collection of creative 
ideas, practical suggestions, resources and opportunities 
to keep the ministry of prayer effective and fresh for 
Christians leading and supporting the hundreds of 
groups that exist to bless their local schools. 

find out more at:  
prayforschools.org

 @prayforschools
/prayforschools 

‘ PFS is a frontline strategy – we’re 100% behind them.’ 
24-7 Prayer

‘  YFC are thrilled to be part of Pray for Schools and cannot 
encourage you strongly enough to get involved.’ 

Gavin Calver Youth for Christ

‘  It is vital that we pray for every 
school in the country.’ 
Scripture Union
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Sharing our Vision
Our team has a passion to assist our supporters to partner with CARE’s work 
in many ways. We are deeply grateful for those who pray, give financially and 
engage in the advocacy work of making a Christian voice heard. 

We produce a number of printed and online resources which are 
enthusiastically received.

Regular news...
CARE’s regular emails and letters summarise key events in the uK Parliaments 
and Assemblies and identify the best ways to respond to various situations that 
arise, through prayer and action.

Making a difference through prayer...
The quarterly Prayer Diary provides information, scriptures and prayer points 
about a wide range of issues affecting our society. It is available as a free 
booklet, online, by email and Twitter.

Connect with us online…
 /careorguk  @careorguk care.org.uk

CARe Staff Team 2016
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On the road
We value every opportunity to meet people, to share 
encouragements and some of the challenges Christians 
are facing. CARE supporters are the life blood of the 
organisation, and connecting with them in their local area 
and strengthening those relationships is invaluable.

Last year the CARE Events Team visited 17 towns and cities 
presenting the work of CARE. They met well over 2,000 
people personally, including 500 local church leaders, 
and were always warmly welcomed and thanked by 
supporters and church leaders alike. 

Grassroots work
CARE has brought together senior representatives 
from 15 of the more recent denominations and 
church movements that are invariably overlooked by 
those in government. Each quarter they come for a 
day, meeting at the CARE offices and also meeting 
with Parliamentarians for updates on what has been 
happening. They receive information and advice 
to help them mobilise local churches and their 
congregations to engage in local and national politics 
on issues that are of concern and interest to them. 
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Thank you 
I hope this snapshot of CARE’s work in 2015-16 will encourage you to 
support us for another year.

What a joy it has been for me to be involved in the leadership of CARE over 
the past 35 years! We thank God for every opportunity given to us to speak 
out on issues concerning the value of human life created in God’s image from 
conception to its natural end, to stand up for the importance of secure and 
loving family life and the protection of the most vulnerable and to speak out for 
truth and justice in the public square. 

We rejoice in the successes highlighted in this review, but the work is often 
hard going and sometimes takes years to bear fruit. We have been called to be 
faithful and to demonstrate the grace and truth of the gospel in the context of 
providing the very best support, research and information to politicians, policy 
makers, church leaders and individual Christians. I am reminded of the words of 
Jesus in Luke 17: 10 ‘When you have done all that you were commanded, say, 
“We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.”’ What an 
incredible privilege that is.

Thank you so much for every expression of your support, through prayer, 
practical involvement and financial giving to CARE. Without it we could not have 
achieved any of what you have read in this review.

Rev Lyndon Bowring
Executive Chairman

‘Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.’ 
Hebrews 12: 1
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financial Activity Year Ending 31 March 2016

n  Voluntary Income 99%
n  Other Income  1%

Charitable Activities 
n Educating Public Opinion  43%
n Influencing Public Policy  29%
n Developing young Leaders  10%
n Monitoring European Law  8%

Other Costs
n Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 10% 

Making a Christian Difference | CARE

Support CARE
To make a gift to CARE, visit care.org.uk/donate or telephone 020 7233 0455. 
Cheques can be made payable to CARE. We only ask you to support CARE after 
you have considered the needs of your family and church.

CARE 53 Romney Street, London SW1P 3Rf
e: mail@care.org.uk t: 020 7233 0455 care.org.uk  

 /careorguk  @careorguk

total expenditure

£1,858,590 
total income

£2,384,857

We are grateful to God for the improvement in our financial situation over this period compared to the previous year, 
when there were serious concerns. As these charts illustrate, the generosity of CARE supporters in response to our 
appeal for help made a real difference. We give thanks that this increased income enabled us to recover from a difficult 
year and pray that God will continue to provide in coming months, as we face the many challenges that lie ahead.
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