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O spread Your wings of mercy over me                                                                                                                
And guard my heart with true humility                                                                                                                
No shadow of the darkness pressing in                                                                                                              
Only the holy overshadowing                                                                                                                      
Underneath Your wings, overshadowing  

You are my shield and my glory.                                                                                                                             
You are the lifter of my head                                                                                                                                  
And though the storms may rage around me                                                                                                      
I’ll be safe within, beneath the holy 
overshadowing. 

No refuge will I seek but God alone                                                                                                                    
No hiding place save only at Your throne                                                                                                     
Only the cross, the blood to wash my sin                                                                                                      
Underneath Your wings, overshadowing  

No burden on my back too hard to bear                                                                                                              
Only the easy load You bid me wear                                                                                                                    
Until these troubles pass, my heart will sing                                                                                             
Praise for the holy overshadowing 

Graham Kendrick Overshadowing © 2018

He surrounded them and watched over them;
He guarded them as He would guard His own eyes.
Like an eagle that rouses her chicks and hovers over 
her young, so He spread His wings to take them up 
and carried them safely on His pinions.
DEUTERONOMY 32:10-12 (NLT)

Celia Bowring



JULY 28 – AUGUST 3

GENEROUS JUSTICE

‘Jesus unrolled the scroll … “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, 
for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that 
the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that 
the time of the LORD’S favour has come.”’ 

LUKE 4:17-19 (NLT)
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‘It is the most absolute and indispensable duty of a people of God to give bountifully and willingly for the supply of the wants 
of the needy.’ ‘No command in the Bible is laid down in stronger terms … than the command of giving to the poor.’ (Jonathan 
Edwards, 1703 – 1758. American preacher, philosopher and Protestant theologian.) 
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Lord Jesus Christ, we worship You; for at Your cross love and faithfulness is poured out to 
rescue the whole world from the power of sin and death. Thank You for Your mercy and 
grace to us. May the Holy Spirit empower us to share these blessings with others. Amen.

Dear God, please guide those working in the Scottish Justice Directorate and the 
Departments for Justice in Westminster and Northern Ireland, as they oversee prisons, 
probation services, rehabilitation, youth justice and sentencing. Amen.

WORLD DAY AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Lord our Redeemer, we long to see the release of the tens of thousands of people who 
fall into the hands of traffi  ckers each year. Please harden the resolve of governments in 
countries that are aff ected – whether as a place of origin, transit or destination for victims 
– to be eff ective in bringing slavery to an end. Amen.  

God of mercy, we bring to You the hundreds of British citizens who have been imprisoned 
abroad, and their families. Please help the Foreign Offi  ce and charities such as Prisoners 
Abroad to obtain justice and specially to secure the release and repatriation of those in 
danger of discrimination and inhumane treatment. Amen.

Lord, please watch over those involved in restorative justice, where victims and off enders 
seek ways to repair the harm caused by the crime. Thank You for the reported 85 per cent 
victim satisfaction rate, and 14 per cent reduction of reoff ending. Amen. 

Father God, we intercede for a radical shift in attitudes to money, especially among those 
who are exceptionally rich; so instead of hoarding wealth they would help to close the wide 
gap between prosperous and poor in countries, local communities and families across the 
world, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING: Thank You for all who generously give their time, talents and money 
to support people in need. Grant insight to individuals, churches, organisations, 
companies and governments so that � nancial gifts are distributed e� ectively and with 
integrity. Amen.
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‘Some went out on the sea in ships; they were merchants 
on the mighty waters. They saw the works of the LORD, his 
wonderful deeds in the deep.’ 

PSALM 107:23,24 (NIV)

AUGUST 4 – 10

SEAS AND COASTLINES
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The UK’s coastline, including Northern Ireland, about 1,000 islands and more than 25 large bays, sea lochs and estuaries, 
stretches for about 20,000 miles. The seas surrounding us are home to 8,500 animal and plant species and about three million 
people live on the coast.
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JULY 27 – 11 AUGUST: NATIONAL MARINE WEEK

Creator of all the earth, please watch over those who live and work in coastal 
communities and at sea. Help us to protect the environment from damage caused by 
� ooding, erosion, pollution and exploitation of our natural resources. Amen.

God our provider, please enable those in the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Aff airs (DEFRA), responsible for UK fi shing fl eets, to fi nd ways to prevent practices 
that deplete stocks and damage the environment whilst upholding the livelihoods of 
those who go to sea. Amen.

Dear Lord, we ask You for wisdom as the shorelines of the UK come under growing threat 
of erosion, with coastal communities facing fl ooding and losing land to the encroaching 
sea. Please help DEFRA, local councils and residents who are trying to minimise this 
damage, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lord, we pray for seaside towns where many people have arrived with unemployment, 
addiction, mental health and immigration problems. Grant wisdom to local councils as 
they request help from central government to provide for these extra inhabitants. Amen.

Creator and Sustainer of the winds and the waves, please prosper the development of 
renewable, clean energy using off shore wind farms and tidal generators, in ways that 
have minimal negative eff ects on the environment. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Lord, we celebrate the growing success of the Great British Beach 
Clean weekend on 20 – 23 September 2019. We pray that tens of thousands of 
children and adults will join in to make beaches more pleasant for visitors and less 
hazardous to wildlife. Amen. (mcsuk.org)

Father, we remember the increasing numbers of desperate migrants fl eeing 
oppression in their own countries and attempting to cross the English Channel in small 
overcrowded boats, paying extortionate fees to people smugglers. Please help them to 
fi nd safe places to settle and rebuild their lives. Amen.



‘My child, do not lose sight of these – keep sound wisdom and 
discretion. Then you will walk on your way securely, and your 
foot will not stumble … for the LORD will be your confi dence 
and will keep your foot from being caught.’ 

PROVERBS 3:21-26 (ESV)

AUGUST 11 – 17

‘MILLENIALS’ 
AND ‘GENERATION Z’

‘There are currently 1.8 billion young people between the ages of 10 and 24 in the world. One tenth of the world’s children 
live in confl ict zones and 24 million of them are out of school. Political instability, labour market challenges and limited space 
for political and civic participation have led to increasing isolation of youth in societies.’ (United Nations)
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‘Millennials’: those who reached young adulthood in the early 21st century.
‘Generation Z’: those born between the mid-1990s to the early 2000s.

Father, we commit the rising generations to Your care, rejoicing in the gifts that they 
have and the opportunities before them. Please soften the hearts of those who reject 
the gospel, and kindle the faith of Christians. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY – ‘Transforming education’ 
Loving God, every person is made in Your image. We pray that those who are denied 
opportunities to learn – because of poverty, disability, and other circumstances – might 
receive the education and employment opportunities they need. Amen. 

Dear Lord, we bring to You the growing number of young people with poor mental 
health – the equivalent of four in every classroom. We pray for them to receive support 
and to build resilience to face life’s challenges. Amen.

Father, please draw near to young adults drawn into harmful relationships and 
activities. Lead them to those who will help them to escape from addiction, crime, 
exploitation and other risks that endanger their lives. Amen.

Lord of all wisdom and knowledge, please encourage every young person who is 
receiving exam results at this time. Grant them wisdom and hope as they plan for the 
future, in Jesus’ name Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Lord of life, thank You for the many Christian groups and events that 
inspire young people to follow You. Please pour out Your Spirit of blessing and love, 
and encourage all who pastor, teach and pray with them. Amen.

Heavenly Father, please provide for ‘Millennials’ settling into their work lives and 
establishing relationships. Grant them wisdom and insight to become leaders of integrity 
and build strong foundations for the generations that are following them. Amen. 
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‘Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For 
all authority comes from God, and those in positions of 
authority have been placed there by God … Do what is right, 
and they will honour you. The authorities are God’s servants, 
sent for your good.’

ROMANS 13:1-4 (NLT)

AUGUST 18 – 24

UK NATIONS AND REGIONS

66

The United Kingdom is made up of four nations: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Nearly 84 per cent of the 
UK population lives in England, which is divided into nine regions: South West, South East, London, East of England, West 
Midlands, East Midlands, North West, North East, Yorkshire and the Humber.
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Thank, You, Lord that we live in a democracy. Please strengthen and give wisdom to 
all who have been elected to serve us: in the UK Parliaments and Assemblies, local 
councils, as elected Mayors and Police and Crime Commissioners. Amen.

Father, we pray about the relationships between the UK’s four nations; that where there is a 
history of deeply rooted disagreements and lack of trust there would be reconciliation and 
unity. Please help us to overcome the divisions instigated by Brexit. Amen.

Lord, please inspire, guide and bless the political leaders who sit in each of our Parliaments 
and Assemblies. Especially help those who serve in government as they seek to fulfi l their 
responsibilities to protect and provide for those who live and work in our countries. Amen. 

King of Kings, we pray for our Queen who has reigned for 67 years with such dignity, 
integrity, compassion, duty and faith. Please continue to grant her good health and 
continued wisdom as she carries out her many roles. Amen.

Lord, we know there are stark contrasts between those who live in prosperous parts of 
the country and enjoy high standards of living, and for others in places blighted by lack 
of investment, unemployment, social deprivation and other problems. Please give us the 
wisdom to change this. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: We praise You, Creator God, for the wonderful variety and beauty 
of each area of the UK: mountains, lakes, hills, valleys, rivers and plains, wetlands, 
forests, cli� tops and beaches. Please grant wisdom to those who work to protect 
and develop our countryside. Amen.

God of the nations, may Your Church be at the forefront of encouraging people to love their 
neighbours in an increasingly multicultural society. Please bring harmony to situations where 
there is misunderstanding and distrust between diff erent communities. Amen.



‘And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suff ered a little while, will himself restore 
you and make you strong, fi rm and steadfast.’ 

1 PETER 5:10 (NIV)

AUGUST 25 – 31

RESTORATION AND HOPE

‘Two billion people around the world are living and working among piles of waste, because their rubbish isn’t collected. 
That’s one in four people who are drinking polluted water, breathing toxic air and battling sickness. This causes up to 1 
million deaths a year – and each day the waste mountains are growing.’ (No Time to Waste report, Tearfund)
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Good Shepherd, we pray for anyone who has been overwhelmed by an experience 
that made them feel guilty, abandoned, disappointed or burdened by another painful 
emotion. Thank You for loving us unconditionally, dying for our sins that we might be 
healed and restored. Amen.  

Loving Saviour, thank You for the ministry of Open, reaching out to women who are grieving the 
loss of their unborn child through miscarriage or abortion. Please grant many opportunities for 
Jenny Baines, the Director, to encourage these women and to equip church leaders to care for 
them. Amen. (weareopen.org.uk)

Lord, we intercede on behalf of people who are addicted to activities that are harmful to 
themselves and others, such as: excessive gambling, drug and alcohol abuse, pornography and 
inappropriate sexual activity. Help them to change and live free! Amen.

Prince of Peace, please bring true reconciliation to nations, communities, political parties, 
churches, families and friends who are at an impasse, unable to off er and accept forgiveness.  
Thank You for everyone who has the gift and ministry of diplomacy and peace-making and 
enable them, by Your Spirit, to draw people together. Amen.

God of freedom, please make a way for the Modern Slavery (Victim Support) Bill sponsored 
by Lord McColl and Iain Duncan-Smith MP to complete its passage through Parliament, that 
victims would be supported to recover from their exploitation and rebuild their lives. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE DISAPPEARED
Father of all compassion, please uphold those who are desperate to fi nd out what has 
happened to ‘disappeared’ loved ones, lost during their attempts to migrate to a safer place, 
abducted, interrogated and secretly imprisoned by oppressive regimes. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING: Lord, we pray that Tearfund’s inspired Rubbish Campaign, to mobilise 
people to challenge multinational businesses selling billions of products in single-use 
plastic packaging, will result in change where it’s needed most. Amen.
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‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends.’ 

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8 (NRSV) 

SEPTEMBER 1 – 7

SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

88

‘We learned about gratitude and humility – that so many people had a hand in our success, from the teachers who inspired 
us to the janitors who kept our school clean ... and we were taught to value everyone’s contribution and treat everyone with 
respect.’ (Michelle Obama)
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BACK TO SCHOOL WITH GOD SUNDAY (prayforschools.org/resources)
Lord, please encourage Christians to pray for their local children and teenagers. 
Bless every congregation that uses Back to School with God resources and those 
who will take part in Education Sunday on 8 September. Amen.

Good Shepherd, please watch over the rising numbers of young people who 
are excluded from school, one in fi ve of them aged under twelve. Grant great 
patience and understanding to those who care for them; to identify underlying 
problems and provide help and hope. Amen.

Lord, we long for every UK school to be covered by intercessory prayer, that You 
might act in specifi c situations; bless staff , children and their families; and enable 
all who are involved in education to see good fruit for their work. Amen.

Father, we pray about moves to teach pupils about same sex relationships and 
gender issues. Please give schools wisdom as they produce their curriculum and 
help parents to discern how to explain these issues to their children. Amen. 

Dear Lord, please inspire and guide Christians involved in chaplaincy roles, 
leading assemblies and lessons, with music, drama, sport, and other activities. 
May Your grace and truth be evident in their lives. Amen. 

NATIONAL READ A BOOK DAY
Thank You Lord for the gift of words, and for those who skilfully put them 
together to teach, inform and inspire both adults and children. Please grant 
confi dence to anyone who fi nds reading a challenge so that they can enjoy books 
of every kind. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Father, we are so grateful for all who have a vocation to 
teach. Please strengthen all school sta�  members as they provide education, 
including in areas of creativity, relationships, and spiritual awareness. Amen.



‘The Samaritan soothed his wounds … Then he put 
the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, 
where he took care of him. The next day he handed the 
innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, “Take care of this 
man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next 
time I’m here.”’ 

LUKE 10:34,35 (NLT)

SEPTEMBER 8 – 14

SOCIAL CARE

In the UK: 
· 1.2 million older people don’t receive the care they need. 
· Two thirds of single disabled people living alone are in poverty. 1.8 million disabled people have unmet housing needs. 
· Three in every fi ve people will be carers at some point in their lives. (Papworth Trust 2018)
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Father, prepare us to respond to those in trouble. Thank You for the state 
provision available in our country, although sadly many fall through the cracks. 
Please position churches, charities and others who care, to be there to o� er 
practical support and loving kindness. Amen.

Lord, we pray for those working in public services helping disadvantaged, 
vulnerable people. Please grant extra strength and encouragement to those with 
heavy caseloads and scant resources to do their demanding jobs. Amen.  

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY – Working Together to Prevent Suicide 
God of hope, please come alongside anyone planning to end their life. Almost 
6,000 people in the UK committed suicide in 2017. May today be a catalyst for 
organisations to cooperate in their mission to rescue those most at risk. Amen.

Lord, we remember the 13 million UK adults who have a recognised disability. 
We thank You that so many lead normal, productive lives and we ask that you 
encourage and provide for the many others who need help and have suff ered due 
to austerity measures in recent years. Amen. 

Loving God, we grieve for the vulnerable who suff er abuse in their care homes. May 
further instances be exposed and those guilty brought to justice. Please comfort 
the victims of this inhumane treatment. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Lord, it is good that attitudes towards mental health are 
changing. We pray that both children and adults will more readily � nd the right 
support. Please help those working with patients to discern underlying causes 
for their illness and give the best therapy and treatment to aid recovery. Amen.

Father, we remember carers who are poorly paid and lack the time and resources 
to properly look after their patients. May this situation be taken seriously so that 
improved support is given to these people who are a lifeline to those for whom 
they care. Amen.
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‘The LORD has called by name Bezalel … and has fi lled 
him with the Spirit of God, with skill, intelligence, 
knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic 
designs … for work in every skilled craft.’ 

EXODUS 35:30-33 (ESV

SEPTEMBER 15 – 21

ART, MUSIC AND CULTURE

1010

‘Sing to the LORD with grateful praise; make music to our God on the harp.’  PSALM 147:7 (NIV)

‘If art is good art, if it is true art, if it is beautiful art, then it is bearing witness to the Author of the good, the true, and the 
beautiful.’ (RC Sproul, American Presbyterian theologian and pastor)
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God of wonders, You have placed a spirit of creativity within every human 
being; please help us to discover our own gifts and skills and to truly 
appreciate those of others. Amen.

Lord, we remember those employed and volunteering in libraries, museums, 
galleries, archives and other places where books, art collections, historical 
artefacts, and important records are preserved and displayed. May they feel 
appreciated for their often unseen but important work. Amen.

Thank You Lord for the growth of the UK’s creative industries: from fi lm to theatre, 
books to advertising, gaming to social media, which generate £100 billion a year 
and provide over three million jobs. Amen.  

Father, we remember Christians who work in the creative industries, especially 
those exposed to any abuse of truth and dignity, to be light and salt through their 
lives, their music and art and as they share the love of Christ. Amen.  

Lord, we thank You for the rich cultural heritage we have in the Church – including 
works of literature, architecture, paintings, stained glass, sculptures and music. 
Help us to share these treasures with others in ways that draw them to You. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Lord, we are so grateful for the gift of music, in all its genres. 
May those with musical skills bring increasing honour and glory to You through 
their dedicated practice and performance. Amen.

WORLD ALZHEIMER’S DAY
God of comfort, we pray for those with dementia to have opportunities to enjoy 
art projects, share memories and make music. Please encourage those who 
facilitate these therapies that interest and calm patients. Amen. 



‘Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous person is powerful and eff ective. 
Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the 
land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the 
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.’ 

JAMES 5:16-18 (NIV)

SEPTEMBER 22 – 28

EFFECTUAL PRAYER

‘We have an enemy who doesn’t mind us attending meetings. He doesn’t mind us embroidering our bible covers but hates it 
when we pray. That is why every distraction in the world comes in when we try to pray. But he doesn’t only distract us he also 
condemns us and makes us feel we’re bad at prayer when we’re probably not. We probably talk to God more than we think 
we do.’  (Pete Greig, founder of the 24-7 Prayer movement.)
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Faithful God, we worship You and praise You! Thank You for entrusting us with the 
amazing privilege of prayer. May we be inspired and led by the Holy Spirit whenever we 
come before You with our worship, thanksgiving, confession and intercession. Amen.

Holy Spirit, please reveal to us anything for which we need forgiveness. Help us to be 
humble, not proud, trusting, not despairing, and willing to turn from our sin and be fi lled 
with power and love. Create in us clean hearts and renew a right spirit within us. Amen.

Lord, please inspire thousands of local churches to be part of 24-7 Prayer and HOPE 
Together’s plans to create Hope Spaces in 2020: creative, public prayer spaces where 
people can meet You, the God of hope, in schools, workplaces, high streets, gardens, and 
unexpected public places. Amen. (hopespaces@24-7prayer.com)

Lord Jesus, whenever we feel like giving up on prayer, please restore our vision of who You 
are, renew our strength to keep on believing, and revive our faint hearts to press on with 
courage and faith to pray in Your kingdom and the accomplishment of Your will. Amen.

Father, please instil a spirit of holy integrity, humility, power and prayerfulness into everyone 
who shares the gospel with others. May their words and love break through any barriers of 
disbelief, suspicion, fear and past disappointment in people’s hearts and minds. Amen.

NATIONAL PRAYER WEEKEND (national-prayer-weekend.com)
Father, we ask You, over this weekend, to inspire faith in the hearts of all the individuals, 
families, groups and churches who are inviting people who live and work locally to share 
prayer requests and who are bringing these before You. Please grant many wonderful 
answers we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

THANKSGIVING: Holy Spirit, thank You for every answered prayer. Help us always to 
recognise the ways in which You act in the many situations we bring to You, and to 
speak out our gratitude and praise. Thank You for turning away evil, for healing, for 
provision, and for every other expression of mercy and grace. Amen.
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‘Ruth asked him, “Why have I found such favour in your 
eyes that you notice me – a foreigner?” Boaz replied, ‘I’ve 
been told all about what you have done … how you left 
your father and mother and your homeland and came to 
live with a people you did not know before.”’ 

RUTH 2:10,11 (NIV)

SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 5

MIGRATION OF PEOPLE

1212

Human migration is the movement of people to settle, permanently or temporarily, at a new location, often over long 
distances. Those leaving because of natural disaster or civil disturbance are refugees – or displaced persons if remaining 
within the same country. Someone fl eeing from political, religious, or other forms of persecution is called an asylum seeker. 
Others migrate in search of economic stability and employment.
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Lord, we praise You that You miraculously rescued the people of Israel from the 
oppression of Egypt, then guided and provided for them for 40 years until they 
entered the Promised Land. May we remember as we journey through this life, that 
our true citizenship is in heaven. Amen. 

God of compassion, You command us to care for the poorest and the powerless however 
we can. We intercede for the one in every 300 people in the world who are vulnerable 
refugees – many very fearful and lacking basic needs – to be kept safe and helped to 
rebuild their lives. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR OLDER PERSONS
Father, we pray for the growing numbers of older people who are aff ected by migration; 
those left behind by their families, adapting to a new country or fl eeing as refugees and facing 
the potential dangers of traveling and overcrowded living conditions in camps. Amen.

Lord, we pray for any of the 4.5 million Britons who live abroad, approximately 1.3 million of 
them in Europe, who feel their future may be insecure because of Brexit or for other reasons. 
Please grant them wisdom and strength as they decide what to do and where to go. Amen.

Father, please help those trying to resolve the largely forgotten Rohingya refugee crisis and 
bless every eff ort by countries and charities around the world to support the 1.2 million 
people now in refugee camps in the care of the Bangladeshi Government. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Lord of all the earth, we know that immigrants over the centuries, 
many from Christian backgrounds, have made rich contributions to our country 
through their hard work, creativity and culture. Help us to welcome newcomers and 
enable them to feel at home, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lord of creation, we pray for the truth to be made clear in the light of alarming predictions by 
the UN and others, that in the next 40 years hundreds of millions of people could fl ood across 
international borders to escape the impacts of climate change. Have mercy on them all. Amen.



‘You saw my bones being formed as I took shape in my 
mother’s body. When I was put together there, you saw 
my body as it was formed. All the days planned for me 
were written in your book before I was one day old. God, 
your thoughts are precious to me. They are so many!’ 

PSALM 139:15-17 (INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BIBLE)

OCTOBER 6 – 12

EVERY LIFE MATTERS

·  In recent years around 186,000 unborn babies were aborted annually in England and Wales, with 12,000 in Scotland and 50 
in Northern Ireland, where abortion is only permitted when the mother’s life is in danger.

· In England and Wales, for every three children born, one was aborted.
· By the age of 45, one in three women in England and Wales will have had an abortion.
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OCT 9 – 15: BABY LOSS AWARENESS WEEK (babyloss-awareness.org)

Lord of life, we praise You for the miracle of human life and that by 24 weeks many 
unborn babies could survive a premature birth. We intercede for more precious 
babies to be safely born and not lost through miscarriage, stillbirth or abortion. Amen.

God, we pray that plans to liberalise abortion law in the UK further will fail. May the Both 
Lives Matter and Fearfully and Wonderfully Made initiatives in Northern Ireland unite and 
strengthen those who don’t want legislation imposed there. Amen.  

Merciful Lord, please guard this country from any attempts to legalise assisted suicide. 
Help us to speak up for the most vulnerable and call for increased provision of eff ective 
palliative and hospice care and of support given to their families. Amen.

Father, we pray that this Baby Loss Awareness Week, culminating with lighting candles 
in remembrance of lost babies before or after birth, will be successful in informing and 
reminding people about the need for much better bereavement care for families. Amen.

Gracious Lord, we remember the neediest members of society: adults and children who 
feel rejected because they have a disability or illness, those who are very elderly and 
alone, people suff ering in poverty and others in diffi  culty and in pain. Please send help to 
them, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL – With Her: A Skilled Girl Force
Lord, You created male and female equally, in Your image, yet women and girls in 
many societies are seen as inferior and are disadvantaged. Thank You that this is 
changing, with more girls being educated and ful� lling their potential. Amen.

WORLD PALLIATIVE AND HOSPICE CARE DAY
God of hope, we pray for today’s many events to result in increased funds and 
awareness of palliative and hospice care for both children and adults. Please bless 
eff orts to make this more widely available across the world. Amen.
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‘Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food 
or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and have a good 
day; stay warm and eat well” – but then you don’t give 
that person any food or clothing. What good does that 
do? Faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless.’ 

JAMES 2:15-17 (NLT)

OCTOBER 13 – 19

FAITH IN ACTION
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‘The church is the church only when it exists for others ... The church must share in the ordinary problems of ordinary human 
life, not dominating, but helping and serving.’ (Dietrich Bonhoeff er, 1906-1945, German pastor and theologian who was 
imprisoned and executed for his staunch resistance to Nazi dictatorship, especially Hitler’s euthanasia programme and 
genocidal persecution of the Jews.)

SUN 
13

MON 
14

TUES 
15

WED
16

SAT
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THURS
17

FRI
18

OCTOBER 14 – 20: NATIONAL ADOPTION WEEK 

God of all mercy and grace, please forgive us for the times when our actions and 
words do not re� ect genuine faith. Send us out, � lled by Your Spirit, to share the 
wonderful news of the gospel and pour out Your love to others. Amen. 

Father, show us all how, with discernment and care, we can practically reach out to someone 
in need. We especially pray this week for those considering becoming adoptive parents; that 
many children in need of a loving home would fi nd their new ‘forever family’. Amen.

THANKSGIVING: Thank You, Father, for every ministry that tells people about 
Jesus whilst providing help to overcome debt, addiction, homelessness and other 
problems. Please bless these organisations and churches as they balance ‘faith and 
works’, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Lord, please release Your love into our cities, towns and villages. Help Christians support 
local authority services and charitable causes that promote sport and cultural activities, 
befriend others, protect the environment and enjoy community celebrations. Amen.

WORLD DAY FOR THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY
Loving Lord, we lift to You those who live in extreme poverty: deprived of basic human 
needs like food, safe drinking water, sanitation and shelter. Thank You for the multitude of 
Christian initiatives around the world that are transforming lives and bringing hope. Amen.

ANTI-SLAVERY DAY (see care.org.uk/anti-slavery-day for prayer resources.)
Jesus, please set free the millions of people traffi  cked and enslaved into forced labour, 
domestic servitude, sexual exploitation and other terrible situations. Please grant success to 
organisations like CARE that are campaigning on their behalf. Amen.

Father God, please grant fresh strength, courage and faith to Christian missionaries across 
the world who provide medical care, education, help to grow businesses, and many other 
services to improve people’s lives. Amen.



‘Asking that you may be fi lled with the knowledge of his 
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God.’ 

COLOSSIANS 1:9,10 (ESV)

OCTOBER 20 – 26

NEW TECHNOLOGIES

‘Robots and artifi cial intelligence (AI) are fully present with us in our day-to-day lives. How we choose to interact and use this 
technology will shape society for years to come. Christian thinking has some of the very answers we are seeking; theology on 
true human identity and teaching on love, respect and dignity can, and should, inform how we shape this dawning age.’ Nola 
Leach, CARE
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MON 
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WED
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SAT
26

THURS
24

FRI
25

Lord, You have given humans the ability to discover and develop technologies 
that revolutionise our lives. Please guide those at the forefront of innovation to 
embrace the good and reject what is harmful. Amen.

God of creation, we pray for solutions to urgent environmental concerns such 
as global warming, diminishing resources and pollution. Please prompt rich 
governments, corporations and philanthropists to fund initiatives that can eff ectively 
protect our world. Amen. 

Father, we pray that robotic and AI technologies – like objects controlled remotely 
through ‘The Internet of Things’, and drones and robots doing repetitive tasks – will 
free up time for people to develop their gifts and enjoy life more. Amen. 

Almighty God, please accelerate projects that will result in the creation of safe, clean 
renewable energy. We pray too that where oil, gas and coal are used systems will be 
developed to reduce their CO2 emissions dramatically. Amen.

Lord, please grant wise foresight to those examining the ways new technologies will 
replace human workers. On the factory fl oor, in the haulage and transport industry, 
accountancy, call centres, and many other settings. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING: Lord our Healer, we are � lled with hope at the news of 
scientists being on the brink of creating life-changing medical treatments such 
as immunotherapy – a biological treatment that uses the body’s own immune 
system to � ght cancer. Please grant them success. Amen.

Heavenly Father, You hold the future. We need heavenly wisdom to meet these 
earthly challenges so please raise up outstanding men and women who will lead the 
way with integrity to bring the blessings of Your kingdom to our world. Amen. 
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